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JOURNAL OF MR. WHITAKER. 
Tour in the jungle—Reception. 


Toungoo, Dee. 2, 1856.— Left home 
this morning for a jungle tour in the 
villages, previous to the meeting of the 
Association, which occurs next month. 
Having spent most of the night in ex- 
amining candidates for baptism,* and this 
morning in administering the ordinance, 
we were at rather a late hour ready for 
our journey; but by travelling till sun- 
set, we arrived at a Karen village. 
Most of the way the road leads through 
thick jungle, with here and there a 
Burmese hamlet. About three miles 
from the village, fifty or sixty Karens 
came to meet us with new rice and eggs 
for the teacher. They waited for me to 
lead the way, and fell in behind in regu- 
lar procession. After arriving at the 
chapel, and joining in evening worship, 
I sought the rest I so much needed. 


Examination and baptism of fifty-six 
Karens. 

4.—Called the people together this 

morning for worship, preached a short 

discourse, and proceeded to the examina- 

tion of candidates for baptism. There 


* See Magazine for May, 1857, p. 136. 
ll 


is a multitude crowding the gates of 
Zion. They are not so well instructed 
as I could wish, but much better than I 
expected. I can see no reason for ques 
tioning their entire sincerity, and sim- 
plicity of heart and purpose. They are 
not without a reason for the hope they 
cherish. The difference in the aspect 
of things since last year is very great. 
Then when I visited the people, not 
more than ten or twelve persons could 
read. The mass seemed utterly re- 
gardless of these things; but now 
scarcely a person is seen in the village, 
who has not made more or less progress 
in learning to read. For Karens they 
are well dressed, clean and healthy. 

5.—Spent the day much as yesterday. 
This afternoon we met for prayer, and 
enjoyed a refreshing season. Nothing 
so much encourages my heart, as to hear 
the converts pour out their souls in 
prayer. It was my purpose to close the 
examination yesterday, and to go on 
to-day ; but still they press in, and in 
most cases I find no reason for excluding 
them from the ordinance. Truly the 
days have returned, when “the king- 
dom of heaven suffereth violence and 
the violent take it by force.” 

6.— This morning has been spent in 
the usual way. Closed the examination 
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at 12 o'clock. Have received fifty-six. |. 


Many more ask to be received, but I 

think best to defer them for the present. 

God alone knows their hearts, but I be- 

lieve them to be fit subjects to receive 
the ordinances. They are ignorant, but, 
so far as I can judge, are striving after 
knowledge with no ordinary zeal. Who 
has so suddenly planted in their bos- 
oms such a thirsting for the word of 
life, such a love for holiness, such a zeal 
for God and the ordinances of His house ? 
Truly to them the sword of the Spirit has 
been “ quick and powerful, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword.” As the sun 
was sinking in the west, we assembled 
on the bank of the brook. Those who 
were to receive baptism, arranged them- 
selves in a row near the brink, and the 
multitude seated themselves at a little 
distance. After a hymn of praise and a 
fervent prayer, they were one after an- 
other, according to the example of our 
Saviour, buried beneath the flood. How 
solemn and impressive the scene! Yes- 
terday nothing was here heard but the 
sound of savage strife, man against man, 
and village against village. But the 
gospel of Jesus has been preached, and 
the heavenly messenger, peace, has dis- 
pelled the sound of strife, and all, united 
in one brotherhood, dwell securely be- 
neath the shadow of her wings. Fare- 
well, my much loved native land, with 
all its privileges, its pleasures, and its 
joys; amid scenes like this let me live 
and die. Closed the day by administer- 
ing the Lord’s Supper to those who 

have so recently put on Christ. O that 
these lambs of the flock may be led by 

Him who has said, “ Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn of me, for 1 am meek 

and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
to your souls.” 

_ 7.—After calling the people together 
at sun-rise to give them a few last words, 
and commit them to God in prayer, came 
on our way to the next village. Nearly 
all the young and able-bodied came out 
with cheerful countenances to meet me, 
so that I entered at the head of a pro- 
cession of more than a hundred. 


(June, 


Sabbath. Several were examined last 
evening, but are very deficient in 
knowledge. Only two were received. 
Preached from Mat. 3: 2, and showed 
the nature of Christ’s kingdom, and the 
state of heart required of those who be- 
come subjects of it. May the Spirit ap- 
ply the truth to the hearts and con- 
sciences of those who heard. 


Karen customs. 


Here as in every village, many of the 
people possess rare gems, which have 
come down to them from their ancestors, 
and which they regard with superstitious 
reverence. Those who possess them at- 
tribute their prosperity to them, and are 
considered peculiarly favored of fortune. 
Many of the most beautiful specimens 
are broughtto me for inspection, and the 
people ask, “Shall we throw them away ?” 
I tell them to be careful to trust in God, 
and not in their possessions. 

This afternoon the people of another 
village came in, among whom were the 
two head men, who seem to exercise 
equal authority. ‘They are few in num- 
ber, but seem happy in the service of 
God. When questioning the elder of 
the chiefs, I asked him to explain the 
difference between the old and the new 
heart. After two or three failures, he 
said, “ The new heart is happy, the old 
one is sad,”—which seemed peculiarly 
true in his case. 

Next day went on to Tha-ra-poo, where 
we arrived in the afternoon, after a te- 
dious march of several hours. One for- 
gets the grandeur of this mountain 
scenery only when wearied out in toiling 
up its steep acclivities. They are the 
defence of these patriarchal families ; 
they have enabled them to resist alike 
the yoke of the oppressor and the false 
religionist, and preserved them for the 
easy yoke of Christ. 

13.—Spent the day with the people of 
Kashekee in worship. Find many relics 
of heathenism remaining. The most 
fruitful source of violence is the custom 
on the part of the parents, of making en- 


gagements for the children, while they 
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are very young. In these cases the pa- 
rents pledge themselves to a forfeit, 
should the contract fail to be fulfilled by 
the unconscious child. Sometimes the 
pledge is inconsiderable,—a pig or buf- 
falo ;—but in others it amounts to a large 
sum, and the parent is not unfrequently 
called on to pay the forfeit, which, in 
some cases, he is unable, and in others 
unwilling to do,—anJ a violent seizure of 
property and frequently personal vio- 
lence is the result. In Kashekee, a vil- 
lage numbering not less than five hun- 
dred people, there is scarcely a child who 
is not thus pledged. Add to this the 
complicated and numerous differences 
they have with other villages, some of 
which originated generations ago, and 
you have some idea of their condition. 
Many of the young people seem sincere 
in their desire for instruction and bap- 
tism; but there is a want of humility on 
the part of the leading old men, which 
makes what they now enjoy seem more 
like an armistice, than a reformation. 

18.—Arrived at Yedoopoo ; found the 
people busy building their houses. The 
chapel which they have finished is a 
Karen paradise. It is large enough to 
accommodate six hundred persons. On 
arrival, after shaking hands with nearly 
three hundred, we assembled for wor- 
ship. Iaddressed them on the subject 
of God’s love as displayed in the salva- 
tion of sinners. The sentiment met a 
response, I believe, in every heart. I 
have seldom seen a more contented and 
happy people. 


Cordial welecome—Christian villages. 


20.— Continued the ascent of the 
mountain from the river to Kleu-la. 
The people, apprized of my coming, 
came out in a crowd and followed me to 
their place of worship. I have often 
been received with greater display, but 
never where there seemed to be more real 
joy. As I advanced from the elephant to 
the chapel door, one of the crowd called 
out, “ Teacher, it is of God's rich grace 
that we are permitted to see your face 
again, and our hearts are filled with 
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joy.” Their chapel is low and unhand- 
some, but will accommodate four or five 
hundred people. It was soon filled, and 
we enjoyed an hour in worship. They 
have just built a large house for their 
teacher, in the structure of which there 
is a manifest attempt to imitate buildings 
they have seen in town. They have also 
the posts, cut and prepared, for a com- 
fortable place of worship. 

At the next village forty have applied 
for baptism, but are deferred till they 
have the opportunity of being instruct- 
ed more fully. Have been trying to 
encourage the children in school, and 
succeeded in getting eight or nine new 
ones to study, whom the teacher had 
given up as incorrigible. The locality 
commands an extensive view of the 
Bghai hills. Addressing one of the old 
men, I remarked, “ That is all a heathen 
country, I suppose.” “No,” he replied 
emphatically, and pointing to each vil- 
lage, and calling its name, said, “ They 
worship God there, and there, and 
every where,” but added mournfully, 
“ they are still without books.” 

23.—After worship, we came over an 
enormous mountain to this place, Mau- 
tha-der. Among those requesting bap- 
tism, we find an old man, who was for- 
merly the prophet of the whole region. 
Like the ancients, he foretold events by 
consulting the entrails of beasts. On 
hearing the gos}. 1, he renounced these’ 
vanities, and has been for two years a 
worshipper of the true God. Last year, 
when travelling with Sau Quala, we 
passed through his grove of betel-trees, 
where he had prepared seats, fruits, ete., 
for our entertainment. The next day 
he requested baptism; but his mind 
seemed to adhere so much to his old su- 
perstitions, that he was deferred. He 
repeated his request last year of Sau 
Quala, and again to-day of me; but is 
still put off, though I hope he has been 
made the subject of renewing grace. — 


Meeting of the Association. 


Jan. 1, 1857.— The first day of the 
meeting of the Association. Met for 


prayer at an early hour, and besought 


4 
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God to pour out his Holy Spirit on the 
assembled multitude. At 8 o'clock, A. 
M., the introductory sermon was preach- 
ed by Pwaipau. The afternoon was 
spent in reading the letters from the 
churches. Judging from the letters, the 
disciples manifest a degree of firmness 


’ and devotion to the common cause, 


which is remarkable. A few cases of 
discipline have occurred, but they are 
not numerous. Many have died during 
the year. Met in the evening for re- 
ligious services. 

2.—About fourteen hundred persons 
present, and the number constantly aug- 
menting. Met for morning devotions, 
and again for business; after which, 
proceeded with reading letters. The re- 
mainder of the day was occupied in dis- 
cussing various subjects, suggested by 
cases of discipline which have occurred 
in the churches. The meeting has been 
one of great religious interest. Many 
heathen from places beyond were pre- 
sent, and seven new villages begged for 
teachers. The influence exerted cannot 
fail to extend the knowledge of Christ 
and his work among this people. The 
contributions to the funds of the Home 
Mission Society amounted to rs. 284. 
Having failed to obtain suitable men “ to 
travel and preach,” none of the funds of 
the Society have been expended in the 
way anticipated. It was found also that 
Sau Quala had declined the 50 rs. voted 
to assist him in bringing his family from 
Tavoy. There was a universal readiness 
on the part of the preachers to rely on 
God and their people for support. It 
was therefore resolved unanimously to 
give the contributions, together with 
the surplus of last year, into the hands 
of the missionary to be expended at his 
discretion, in forwarding the cause of 
ministerial education. 

To account for the small amount con- 
tributed, I have only to say that the As- 
sociation was divided last year, and that 
the Bghais in future will meet by them- 
selves. All sent letters to this meeting, 
but only the Pakus and Mauniepghas 
contributed. The Bghais will meet the 


Toungoo Mission. — Journal of Mr. Whitaker. 


[June, 


4th of Febrnary. Nearly one hundred 
letters were read. All the applicants for 
teachers were supplied temporarily, 
mostly by pupils from the Theological 
Seminary, who have just come up to 
spend a five months’ vacation. 

People continued to arrive until the 
close of the meeting. When we dis- 
missed, there were not less than sixteen 
hundred present. While the assembly 
was dispersing, I saw a large company 
coming in, some loaded with rice, others 
carrying fowls and driving a fat hog be- 
fore them, as though they intended to 
take winter quarters. 

Sau Quala is absent on a tour among 
the eastern Bghais, or Red Karens. Zutu 
and Klai-pho, two of our most eflicient 
preachers (from Bassein), were kept at 
home by severe illness. 


A courageous preacher. 


Keau-khai has just returned from a 
tour to the east, in which he penetrated 
to the eastern limit of the Pakus. At 
Mu-khe, the most easterly district, he 
found the people engaged in mining. 
The chief of a large village, on hearing 
of his approach, said, “ Let him come up 
here and we will make two or three 
holes through him with our spears, and 
if he does not die, we will believe him 
and worship his God.” On hearing it 
Keau-khai, true to his nature, set out at 
once for the village. Having arrived, 
he said, “I heard you were going to 
pierce me with your spears. I am here 
now; if you wish to pierce, pierce. I 
trust in God, and have come to preach 
his word.” In his emphatic language, 
“ They were dumb, and listened atten- 
tively to his words.” He staid with them 
several days. They made fair promises, 
but he thinks them still undecided, and 
fears that on his return they took to 
their heathenish customs again. Two 
teachers have since been sent into the 
district. 

Keau-khai has now gone with several 
others to preach the gospel in the region 
west of Toungoo. Though the first bap- 
tisms were from this quarter, no progress 
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has since been made. I wait with deep 
anxiety to hear the result of their present 
labors. 


The seed sown and its abundant fruit. 


4.—I spent the Sabbath at Wathau- 
kho, where Pwaipau began his labors 
among the Kleu-la people. The place 
brought vividly before my mind the 
events so often related to me by the na- 
tives. When Pwaipau first came among 
them, he found one man only willing to 
hear him. After faithfully preaching to 
him, he was about to turn away. But 
his hearer entreated him to remain, as- 
suring him that though no other person 
should listen to him, he would, and would 
learn to read his books. Pwaipau sat 
down to teach him. In a fortnight he 
had a school of forty pupils. All went 
on well till the father of two of the boys, 
who lived in an adjoining village, sent to 
call them home to celebrate a feast to an 
evil spirit. The boys steadily refused to 
go. The following day, at an early 
hour, to their surprise they found the 
school-house beset by about thirty men, 
armed with spears. One of the boys 
leaped out on the opposite side, and con- 
cealed himself in the jungle; they pointed 
their spears at the other, and told him to 
come with them or prepare to die ; he of 
course went and assisted in the ceremony. 
But light has gradually entered. And 
now that first learner is the assistant, in 
charge of a church of two hundred mem- 
bers. Four or five miles distant, Pwai- 
pau watches over another, still greater in 
point of numbers. The two number 
nearly five hundred. They are peaceful 
and happy. ‘They dwell under the shad- 
ow of the Almighty, and his banner 
over them is love. 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITAKER. 
Arrival of Dr. Mason. 


Toungoo, Jan. 17, 1857.—I have been 
hearing from Dr. Mason through natives, 
since the 4th inst., and am glad to know 
that he has arrived safely. I have writ- 
ten him several times, and received one 
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note from him dated Jan. 10. He seems 
to have been left without means of con- 
veyance, and wrote to request an ele- 
phant, which I have sent to him. He 
gives me no intimation as to whether he 
will come to town or not; but from 
what Karens say of him, I conclude he 
will not at present. I am sorry to be 
deprived of an interview. I desire his 
advice on many things, and fancy even 
that I could give him some information 
that would be useful to him here, although 
he is my senior. 


Diversity between the Pwos, and the 
Bghais. 


The analogy between the Bghais and 
the Pwos, though somewhat closer than 
that between the English language as 
spoken by Japheth and that of his degen- 
erate descendants of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, is certainly not very striking. The 
former, inhabiting a territory well defined 
by geographical lines, which they have 
dwelt in from the days of Abraham, for 
aught that appears to the contrary, free 
from any foreign admixture, unconquered 
and unconquerable,— their bulwarks, the 
lofty mountains,—it is hard to find a 
reason why they should not have their 
own missionary to preach to them the 
gospel, and to live and die among them. 
The latter, mingled with other races 
until they scarcely have an identity, 
speaking three or four different dialects 
so perfectly that it seems matter of in- 
difference in which you address them, 
it has been a marvel to me ever since I 
became acquainted with them, that a 
missionary should request a specific des- 
ignation to them. 


Mr. Whitaker here proposes the inquiry if 
he shall give to the Bghais his “ undivided 
attention.” “The Sgaus, Pakus and Mau- 
niepghas present a far easier field to cultivate ; 
but somebody must work for the Bghais, and 
work to some purpose.’’ He then proceeds; 


You will find by my journal that we 
have a prospect of something for the 
support of a school. I think we shall be 
able to increase the amount to about six 
or seven hundred rupees; which is far 
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better than nothing, though not enough 
to meet the exigencies of the case. No 
application has been made for “ grants 
in aid.” 

Life from the borders of death. 


Last year, owing to a dangerous illness, 
I was near the gates of death, and I live 
in answer to the hundreds of prayers 
that were unceasingly offered for me by 
those for whose souls it has been my 
highest privilege to labor. I tremble 
when I think of the three dark days I 
spent within two yards of the place 
where I now write, unconscious, watched 
over by kind friends, but men whose 
faith extends not beyond their written 
creed, and whose highest sense of piety 
was that which moved them to relieve 
my suffering in the hour of need. But 
for their kindness, you would have had 
one more name in your obituary list, and 
one more place to fill in your mission 
field. Yet it was God that ordered the 
event. Our lives are safe, until He calls. 
May I learn to praise Him more, to be a 
better man, a better Christian, and a 
better missionary by what I have suffer- 
ed. 


Plea for the Burmans of Toungoo — 
A marvellous work, 


Only one thing remains, and that is, a 
word for the poor idolatrous Burmans of 
Toungoo. Labor put forth now among 
them would, I have no doubt, meet a rich 
reward. The spirit of inquiry is awake. 
Hundreds are ready to question the truth 
of their religion. ‘The soil is ina measure 
prepared for the gospel seed. To meet 
the case, we have one Burmese assistant ; 
but he is a small man in every respect, 
unable to cope with the subtle priests of 
Buddh. I can render him no assistance 
for want of the language, and nothing is 
done efliciently. These idolaters lie 
heavy on my heart. I had once resolved 
to learn their language, but find it im- 
possible to carry out my plans in regard 
to it. 

In my late tour I baptized 233, ad- 
ministered the Lord's supper twelve 
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times, constituted seven new churches, 
occupied ten new stations with teachers, 
besides attending the Paku Association. 
“It is the Lord’s doings, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” 

The anniversary of our sailing from 
Boston. Thank God that I have been 
permitted to spend four years on heath- 
en ground, and for the miracles of grace 
and power I have been permitted to 
witness. 


SHWAYGYEEN MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. WATROUS. 
The Shwaygyeen Association. 


Shwaygyeen, Jan. 14, 1857.—I have 
just returned from a two weeks’ trip on 
the mountains. Started in company with 
two veteran missionaries, brn. Vinton 
and Mason. Br. V. had been invited by 
br. Harris, (who has returned to Ameri- 
ca on account of sickness,) to attend the 
Shwaygygeen Association, and br. Mason 
was on his way to attend one of the 
Toungoo Associations. After five days’ 
ride on elephants, stopping at night and 
preaching more or less at Burman or 
Karen villages, we reached the place 
where the meeting was to be held. As 
we drew near the village, as indeed at all 
other Christian Karen villages, the peo- 
ple, old and young, left their employment 
and came out to meet us and shake 
hands. They had madea large building 
adjoining the chapel, where all from 
other villages could be accommodated, 
and hear what was said. They had fit- 
ted up rooms for the teachers, and made 
for them rude chairs and tables. Their 
hospitality was abundant. The meetings 
continued three days. 

The Association contains ten churches ; 
all but one are supplied with a native 
preacher, and this one will soon have a 
teacher. These preachers, with one ex- 
ception, do not look to us for support,— 
the churches being quite disposed to 
minister to them in “ temporal things.” 
Besides this, some rs. 28 were given to 
send the gospel to regions beyond. 
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Dumoo, one of the ordained preachers, 
is going toleave the church of which he 
is pastor, to preach to heathen villages 
“the good news.” 

There has been a fearful mortality 
among the disciples this last year ; forty- 
five have died; nearly all, of measles. 
In consequence of this epidemic, many 
have left the villages, and because they 
have not returned they have been ex- 
cluded. There have been some sixty 
exclusions for apostasy. The number 
is, we think, far too large, though in 
consequence of the severe ordeal of 
sickness and death, many have returned 
to their old habits of sacrificing to the 
nats. The present number of members 
in all the churches is about nine hun- 
dred. Including those baptized after 
the meetings, there have been this year 
some one hundred and twenty baptisms. 

On the morning of the 5th we parted 
with our br. Mason, he to continue his 
journey, we to return. Most refreshing 
has been our meeting and journeying to- 
gether. 


Additional baptisms. 


Soon after br. Mason left, those who 
had asked for baptism came before the 
church, and twenty-three were received. 
We then repaired to a neighboring 
stream, and beneath a beautiful grove of 
betel-palms, they were buried with Christ 
in baptism. 

These, with others, we tried to com- 
mend to the care of the “ good Shep- 
herd,” shook hands, and parted. 

Passed over a high and steep mountain, 
and before night we reached a Christian 
village, where fifteen other candidates 
were examined and received by vote of 
the church, to enjoy its privileges and 
share its toils. In one of their clear 
mountain streams, these also having sub- 
mitted to the ordinance of baptism, were 
— we trust, “ to walk in newness of 

e.” 

The next night we arrived at Watha- 
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lah, where Sau Dumoo preaches. Here 
is the largest church in the Association, 
numbering one hundred and eighty- 
three members. Before starting on the 
following day, we had the privilege of 
witnessing the baptism of seventeen oth- 
ers. These trophies of grace show that 
the cause is advancing among these sons 
of the jungle. 


Oppression of the Karens by Burmans, 


We hear in almost every village we 
enter, bitter complaints of oppression by 
Burman tax-gatherers. Their land is 
falsely measured; for various pretexts 
they are fined; several schools have 
been broken up; in fine, so heavy has 
been the hand of oppression upon them, 
that some of them have decided to leave, 
and go where they will be less annoyed. 
This state of things is not caused direct- 
ly by the English government ; but the 
Burmese officials, taking advantage of 
their stations and of the ignorance of 
the Karens, oppress them. It shows the 
great necessity of general education. 
Because they are ignorant, they allow 
these land-sharks to devour their sub- 
stance. They must first know their 
rights, before they will guard them. 

The last Karen village at which we 
expected to spend a night, we found de- 
serted. A certain Min Ling, a pretend- 
er, and rebel against the English gov- 
ernment, threatened to destroy this vil- 
lage, and the people left it. On our 
way home, we met the Deputy Com- 
missioner with a detachment of troops, 
on their way to crush the rebel force. 
This for nearly a year they have at- 
tempted to do, without success. The 
leadet laying claim to divine power, has 
drawn away much people after him ; and 
in the pathless jungle, when the troops 
after much trouble reach their where- 
abouts, theyare not there. What will be 
the final result of this disturbance on 
our work, we cannot tell. But “ the 
Lord rules.” 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 


Tour north of Henthada—Thirty-three 
baptized. 

Henthada, Jan. 10, 1857.— The last 
two weeks have been spent on a tour of 
more than fifty miles north of this city. 
Mr. Crawley and myself again went in 
company, both for mutual protection and 
aid. We went to preach the gospel to 
the heathen, and also to visit the five 
little churches in that part of this pro- 
vince. There are about one hundred 
and twenty in those churches,— thirty- 
three of whom have just been added by 
baptism. To these, after careful exam- 
ination of every member, we administer- 
ed the sacrament. 

Two years since, Mrs. Thomas accom- 
panied me over nearly the same route. 
Then there was not one Karen worship- 
per of the true God in all this wide 
region. Mark the change. 

This year, we found a church of thirty- 
seven members in Pyee-ma-choung, only 
an hour's walk from this city. We met 
for worship in a part of the assistant’s 
house, which was furnished with a rude 
table and a seat, and was sufliciently 
spacious to accommodate the congrega- 
tion. Here we administered the ordinance 
and sung the praises of Christ. I well 
remember our first visit to this place, 
when we bowed in prayer, with some 
ten heathen Karens, over rice mortars, 
beneath a dilapidated buffalo-shed. 


A living church. 


Again, at Krukatoo, eight miles from 
the city, we found a church of forty-one 
members. - Seventeen of these partook 
of the emblems of Christ’s dying love 
for the first time during this visit there. 
Here the church already nearly support 
their own assistant or pastor, and are 
now building themselves a wooden 
chapel. One of their members has just 


started on a missionary tour to a distant’ 


part of this province, where we hope to 
see ere long a church of Christ. This is 
aliving branch of Christ’s church. How- 
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ever, discipline has been called for, and 
two of the members have been cut off. 
Yet the contrast is striking, as we think 
of our first visit to this place wane all 
was heathen darkness.* 

But no missionary has ever received 
a warmer welcome than that extended 
to us on our arrival at Kyapee, eight 
miles beyond Krukatoo. This is one of 
our most lovely churches. There are 
but twenty members, five of whom were 
baptized at the time of this visit. One 
of these five was an aged woman, prob- 
ably a hundred years old, quite blind, 
and unable to walk a step. She was 
brought and placed in the water, when 
the missionary in the name of the Holy 
Trinity inclined her beneath the baptis- 
mal waters. In the populous region of 
Opo, we stopped and preached at several 
places. As usual, we found the people 
favorably disposed ; but there, there is 
no change, except in the city of Opo 
among the Burmese. 

On our first visit to that city, we 
found an aged man who seemed to be a 
true disciple of Christ. This man, with 
three other Burmans, has since been 
baptized; so that now, in that city 
peculiar for its many idolatrous shrines 
and elegant kyoungs, there are four 
lovely children of the Lord God Al- 
mighty. It was my privilege to join with 
these disciples in the public worship of 
God. ‘The two female disciples, unable 
to read, placed themselves in the attitude 
of prayer, as we sang a very excellent 
translation of that beautiful hymn,— 


® Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain.” 

Here again I remember our first visit, 
when Ko Oung-hau crept into our pri- 
vate apartment, trembling with fear, yet 
rejoicing to tell us what a dear Saviour 
he had found. 


This isthe Lord’s doing.”’ 


To Kanoung, our most northern sta- 
tion, we dared not venture the first year 
we were in Henthada, because the 


*See Magazine for Oct. 1855, p. 422. 
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region was so infested with robbers. But 
now the heathen listen with encouraging 
interest, from whom God has raised up a 
church of twenty-three members. 

On our arrival I was rejoiced to hear 
that the people of another region, still 
beyond this, are beginning to worship 
God, and desire an assistant. But 
whence is he to come ? was, as usual, my 
anxious inquiry. But before the close 
of our meetings there, I found there was 
aman among the members of that little 
church, remarkable for his spiritual en- 
lightenment; and that he had talents to 
instruct that company of disciples. So 
the older assistant will go to the regions 
beyond. 

We are off immediately among the 
Burmans and Karens south of this city. 

You will be pleased to learn that since 
the dismissal of our normal school, the 
first of October last, seventy-five have 
been baptized in our mission. I hope to 
be able to write more news of the same 
kind by the next mail. 


Another Karen pastor ordained. 


I cannot now find time to give you the 
particulars of the ordination of another 
Karen, pastor of the Byuyah church, 
Ngapee. The services were performed 
by br. Crawley and myself, in the pre- 
sence of several native preachers and 
Christians, on Saturday evening, Jan. 3. 


LETTER FROM MR. CRAWLEY. 


Visit to Okpong — Unexpected bap- 
tisms. 


Jan. 14, 1857.— Accompanied by Mr. 
Thomas, I left home on new year’s day 
for a visit to the city of Okpong, where 
there are two aged men, who were bap- 
tized about a year ago. One of them had 
never received the communion, and it 
was in part the object of my visit to 
administer it. I had previously heard 


that several were inquiring, but I had 
not much hope of finding any fit for 
baptism. After pleasant visits in several 
Christian Karen villages, we arrived at 
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Okpong on the evening of the 5th inst. 
Here Mr. Thomas left me and proceeded 
farther on, to visit another Karen church 
about a day’s journey fron Opkong. 

I spent three days in this city with Ko 
Choke, my only assistant. I found the 
two old Christians steadfast, and mani- 
festly growing in grace. I was most 
delightfully surprised, moreover, in find- 
ing two other inquirers, not merely ask- 
ing baptism, but giving at the same time 
such good evidence of having undergone 
the great change that I felt that I ought 
to baptize them. They were both 
women, one the wife of one of the old 
Christians just mentioned, and the other 
a friend of hers who had been inquiring 
and considering for more than a year. 
I baptized them in a creek quite near 
the house. Iundreds of spectators lined 
the banks, but remained for the most 
part quiet and respectful, while I em- 
braced the opportunity to tell them of a 
Saviour. The candidates received the 
ordinance without evincing the least 
shame or fear, although there was such a 
number of spectators, and baptism excites 
in the people such feelings of contempt 
and shame for those who submit to it. 

We found multitudes of hearers every 
day ; for Okpong, besides being in itself 
a populous city, was at this time filled 
with great numbers of people from all 
the villages in the jungles around, even 
to the very foot of the mountains. Why 
this great assembling of the people I now 
proceed to tell. 


Inauguration of relics of Gaudama. 


One morning a citizen of Okpong, on 
rising from his bed, proceeded to put on 
his head-dress ; this operation constitutes 
all the “dressing” after a night’s rest, 
known to the Burmese,—when there fell 
from it to the floor some small, dark, 
greenish-colored globular bodies, about 
the size of buck-shot, seven in number. 
On submitting to the priests what these 
very extraordinary appearances could 
be, they decided that they were undoubt- 
edly the “ Dat dau,” to wit, one of the 
sacred relics which Gaudama left to be 
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worshipped by his disciples after he had 
betaken himself to the bliss of “ Nigban ;” 
that is, was no longer worshipable, be- 
cause, simply, he “ was not” in any sense 
at all. This “ Dat dau” has appeared 
several times before at Moumo, Rangoon 
and other places. 

All honor, of course, must be done to 
this sacred thing; and accordingly a 
“ kyoung” or small temple was erected 
for its reception, and trimmed and 
decked out with all the tinsel and finery 
so imposing in Burman eyes. The gong 
sounded night and day to gather the 
worshippers together. The great news 
was sent far and wide through the jungles, 
and the people poured in in crowds with 
their various offerings of gold, silver, &c. 
One result is obvious, the man who found 
the “ Dat dau,” and whom the “ deceiver 
of the nations ” was using as his tool, was 
making a fortune from his deluded 
countrymen. 

I did all I could to turn the tide of 
folly and superstition, but with no appar- 
ent effect, beyond securing the cursing 
of the “ Dat dau tukin,” or master. 

Of course there must be some evi- 
dence real or pretended that this was a 
divine relic. Accordingly, it was main- 
tained that it ascended by its own power 
from the bottom of the decanter to the 
top. I offered a large sum to be allowed 
to see it so ascend, but of course per- 
mission was not given. 

I want the means to support one 
assistant in that large city, another in 
the large city of Donabew, another in 
Meaygee ; but if I mention all the places 
where there should be an assistant, I 
must take another sheet; so I will for- 
bear. 


TAVOY MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CROSS. 
The church at Matah. 


Tavoy, Jan. 7, 1857.—I have just 
returned from a visit to all the villages 
about Matah. At the beginning of the 
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last rains, the young man who accom- 
panied me to America in 1852 was sta- 
tioned as pastor with the Matah church. 
He has shown a good deal of energy and 
judgment in managing the affairs of his 
pastorate, and happily a much better 
state of things in the church and com- 
munity seems to be the result. When 
the people understood that br. Allen 
and myself were intending to go to 
Matah, they sent three elephants gratui- 
tously for our accommodation. Br. Allen 
was not able to accompany me, nor had 
it been anything more than a report that 
he would ; but they wished him to come, 
and wished to show “their great happi- 
ness in the idea that he might” by pro- 
viding gratuitously for his passage. 

I found the people suffering exceed- 
ingly from the prevalence of an epi- 
demic, by which some five or six were 
taken away. Among these deaths one 
deserves special notice;—not as the 
death of a Christian, but as the death of 
one who wished to live between the 
church and the world. 


**Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 


An old man of an ancient family, 
whose brother had been a chief under 
the Burman rule, had, in consequence, 
been unmolested in the accumulation of 
money, while all his neighbors had been 
robbed by the government. He was 
one of the first to meet Mr. Boardman 
in this place, and has been on the point 
of being baptized ever since. He has 
been urged to give up the world and 
unite with the church by baptism, by all 
the missionaries who have in turn visited 
Matah for more than twenty years ; and 
has always had a promise laid by him 
during the rains preceding the visit of 
the missionary, that he would doso. But 
each time he has excused himself and 
violated his promise. He has been 
known to possess much money for many 
years, and by his numerous gardens has 
constantly been accumulating more. 
His money consisted much in the old 
coins of the two preceding governments ; 
and in this way, he had secreted, by 
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burying it in the ground, the value of 
many thousands of rupees. He has been 
as liberal as any of the church in his 
gifts for the support of the gospel. But 
he has been taken away with a stroke, 
and as no one knew but himself where 
his money was hid, it is lost. 

Quite large sums of the present coin 
were, however, found secreted in his 
house by the members of his family, and 
his wife who survives him seems to be 
determined to make a better use of what 
can now be found. 


Contributions of the church—Schools. 


The church has been in a better con- 
dition with their new pastor, who seems 
to have acquired a good deal of influ- 
ence; and all, both in and out of the 
church, seem to listen to him and re- 
ceive his counsels. The school has num- 
bered more than forty pupils. Forty- 
two or forty-three has been the usual 
number in attendance. The church has 
contributed rs. 59 and some annas 
for their pastor, rs. 12 for their school- 
teacher, rs. 7 to one of their former 
number who has returned from Mr. 
Wade’s school in Maulmain, to enable 
him to go to Henthada as a missionary, 
rs. 5 to their former pastor, Rev. Kau- 
lapau, now stationed as the pastor of the 
church on the head waters of the Tavoy 
river,and r. 1 for wine for the commu- 
nion, etc.; or, in all, about rs. 85 in 
money. If we add to this the saving of 
elephant and coolie hire, as compared 
with former years, it will make about rs. 
100 as the contributions of this church. 

The pastor had made thorough work 
during the rains in discovering the prac- 
tice of secret drinking by members of 
the church. And much to his surprise 
many of the most respectable members 
confessed that they had at different times 
been guilty of this sin. But they were 
now determined to put it away forever. 
As the sin had been so general, it was 
difficult to exclude any one more than 
another. Some seem to feel that God’s 


judgments have visited them in conse- 
quence of this sin. There were found 
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but two cases for discipline at our ex- 
amination for the communion season. 

An improvement in the village school 
is as manifest in all the other villages as 
in Matah. The school of three or four 
of last year is increased to thirteen or fif- 
teen this year; and we hope this will 
continue. The school in town will, I 
hope, be provided for hereafter without 
any expense to the Union. On the 
whole, I am encouraged with the state 
of all the churches in this direction, 
though no baptisms have taken place in 
any of the villages except four during 
the rains at Matah. The Kergau . 
church contributed rs. 3 besides their 
usual contribution, to hire an elephant 
to enable me to return to town; and 
their pastor gave back one of the rs. 14 
which I gave him from the funds of the 
Tavoy Missionary Society. 

I am now about to start on a tour to 
the south, to attend the meeting of the 
Tavoy and Mergui Association to be 
held about the middle of this month at 
Patsauoo. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. JEWETT. 


(Continued from p. 94.) 
An incident of travel. 


Challam-Cherla, Feb. 16, 1856.—My 
family left Kavaly on the 14th inst., for 
Nellore, and the next day I sent forward 
my tent that it might be ready on my 
arrival in the evening. My bandy-man 
said he was going to Chintal Cheru. 
Between 5 and 6 o'clock I set off, and 
travelled some distance, when we found 
on inquiry that our bandy (cart) had 
not passed that way; moreover, the 
road was in many places impassable fora 
bandy heavily loaded. We concluded 
that our bandy-man had made a mistake 
as tothe name of the village. Having 
inquired the names of the villages situ- 
ated on the several roads from Kavaly 
to Ramiapatam, we decided to make for 
the one whose name sounded nearest like 
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Chintal Cheru ; this was Challam-Cherla. 
We changed our course from north to 
west north-west, through jungle and 
over highlands and plains, and across 
rice-fields. About half-past ten o'clock 
we came up to the village, but our tent had 
not arrived. We called up the head man 
of the village, and requested him to show 
us some sort of a shelter for the night. He 
told us there was no place of any kind 
where we could stop. Putting ourselves 
under his guidance, we were conducted 
to a high level plain, half a mile from 
the village, where were twelve tamarind 
trees, of enormous size. My horse-keep- 
er spread his blanket for me at the foot 
of one of these trees, put the saddle for 
my pillow, and spread the umbrella to 
shield me from the dew. After I was 
well camped down for the night, we 
heard the shrill sound of the bandy-man 
afar off, to which we immediately replied, 
much to their joy and our own. Soon 
he was here ; the tent was pitched, and 
rice, fire, wood, pots and water were 
ordered from the village. Our peo- 
ple made ready, ate, and retired about 
one o'clock. It was interesting to see 
how coolly they went through all this, 
without the least regard to the lateness 
of the hour. Had I been as wise, I 
might have hada hot dish of tea with my 
cold “ hoppers.” 


Village preaching — Opposition. 


This evening went into the village 
and preached for two hours. We com- 
menced by inquiring the name of the 
present era. Some one said it is shali-va- 
bana. Others said, Government people 
transact their business in an era which 
commenced 1856 years ago. I explained 
that God then became incarnate, and 
read to them Heb. 2: 14—18. Man- 
kind are afraid of death because they are 
sinners, having broken the law of God. 
When made sensible of their sins, they 
feel guilty. Christ appears as a helper, 
in our own form. He knows by experi- 
ence our troubles, and callsus to Him, 
saying, “I will take your burdens and 
give relief.” I related my own experi- 
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ence, how his goodness and love made 
me weep, how I read his word and 
sought Him by prayer and found Him a 
faithful Redeemer, and how I longed that 
all the world should hear and believe in 
Him. I was followed by Nersu, who 
closed the services, and we repaired to 
our tents, while the moon shone forth 
with uncommon brilliancy. 

17.— Sabbath. We went into the 
village, and found a good congregation, 
who foratime gave willing ears; but 
suddenly they rose up, one leading on 
the rest, rent the air with their voices, 
and threatened to beat and to kick us. 
They ordered us out of the village, and 
used all sorts of abusive threats. We 
kept our position firmly, and tried to 
show them the unreasonableness of their 
anger, and finally its utter futility, as we 
were wholly out of their power under 
the Company’s government. After the 
tumult had subsided, we returned home, 
and closed the labors of the day by 
reading the 4th chapter of the Acts, and 
commending our work to God in prayer. 

18.—In the morning we went again 
into the village, and commenced reading 
the word of God ; but failing to obtaina 
single hearer, we went to the Pariah vil- 
lage, and found a small number of per- 
sons near the mud temple, now in ruins. 
Nersu commenced as follows: “ Why do 
you leave your temple to go to ruin, 
while your own houses are in good re- 
pair?” “We are waiting a season of 
leisure to put it in repair.” “ But will 
not the god be exposed to the heat and 
die?” Answer. “ He may die, but will 
come to life again when his house is re- 
paired.” Tasked, “ Can that which has 
no life give life?” “No.” “ Who gives 
rain, air and light? Who clothes your 
fields with grain?” “God,” they re- 
plied. I continued, “ What is the great 
sin ?—the forsaking the one living God 
for idols; here is the cause of all misery, 
of death itself and hell. This God has 
sent us a Saviour. Wherever He went, 
the lame, the blind, the deaf, the lepers, 
all came to him and were healed. The 
dead were made alive.” “Can I see 
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Him?” Answer. “ He came fora defi- 
nite work, to purchase our salvation. He 
knew the price would be his blood. For 
illustration,—rice kept in the house will 
prodace no harvest. It must be sown 
and must perish; then the green blade 
springs up, and then comes the fall grain ; 
so Christ said He must die and rise 
again.” I told them how his own pre- 
dictions were fulfilled by wicked men, 
who nailed Him to the cross ; how He rose 
again and went to heaven; how eye- 
witnesses wrote down what they saw and 
heard. “Though youcannot see Him, 
you can see and hear his word, which 
has come to you this day. How great is 
this day to you,—greater than any that 
ever dawned upon you.” They inquired 
“ Have any joined themselves to Christ ?” 
I replied, “ Who can tell the number ? 
Not to go far off, fifteen villages close by 
you, in Kadapa, have joined Him, nomi- 
nally ; while those who have been bap- 
tized on profession of their faith in Him 
are counted by hundreds. But why 
speak of these? Here are we, believing 
in Him.” We then read about the cen- 
turion, who sought healing for his sick 
servant. ‘Iie asked not to see Christ; 
a word from Him is enough. He is ever 
the same, ready to help and hear our re- 
quests.” 

In the afternoon we left for Chanoor, 
six miles distant. Our road wound 
through the jungle. The bandy-man 
walked between his bullocks as usual, 
and several men walked beside the 
bandy to prevent its upsetting from the 
unevenness of the road and the narrow- 
ness of the bandy. 


Sun-stroke —‘‘ Chosen vessels.”’ 


19.—This morning Nersu and myself 
went into the village, where the head 
man and others collected together and 
heard us with apparent approbation, 
though the truths presented were plain, 
earnest, awful ; viz.. the apostasy of our 
race from God, and its fruit, as detailed 
in the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans. We told them of the only 


France. — Letter of Pastors of Churches. 173 


way of escape through Christ the only 
Saviour. 

Here a stroke of the morning sun laid 
me prostrate for twodays. In the after- 
noon of the second day, I had so far re- 
covered from the pain in my head as to 
be able to ride six miles to Ramiapatam, 
situated on the sea shore, a large village 
where we spent three days. 

20.—At the close of this day’s labor,’ 
Nersu, who had taken leave of me to 
preach in another part of the village, re- 
turned much delighted. He said he had 
not found the satisfaction since he set 
out on the tour, which he found this 
evening. Many persons of intelligence 
heard him with all readiness, and seem- 
ed to receive the word into their hearts. 
I remarked to Nersu, ‘ Perhaps they 
are the Lord’s elected ones.” “ Yes,” 
said he, “1 was thinking in my mind, 
who are the elect? Are not these, 
who give such heed to the word of 
God ?” 

On the evening of the 23rd we left 
Ramiapatam, and reached Nellore Feb. 
27th, having visited several villages 
which, being situated to the right of the 
main road, had but seldom if ever been 
visited by a missionary. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER OF PASTORS OF CHURCHES. 


The following communication, addressed to 
Baptist Christians in the United States by the 
pastors of the Baptist churches in connection 
with the mission to France, shows the feel- 
ings cherished by those brethren in reference 
to the mission and their desire for its continu- 
ance. It was written undgr the impression 
that a decision is soon to be made in rela- 
tion to the maintenance of the mission in 
that kingdom. Ep. Maa. 


Paris, April 2, 1857.—The pastors of 
the Baptist churches in connectin with 
the mission to France to the members of 
the Baptist churches in the United 
States. 

Dear brethren in Christ:—The mea- 
sures undertaken in behalf of the mis- 
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sion to France from the beginning have 
inspired in us profound gratitude. The 
Committee have done and are disposed to 
do all that is possible in the nature of 
things for the work among us. But we 
are deeply grieved that on account of 
the state of the finances the Missionary 
Union will be forced to forsake us, al- 
though we shall continue to enjoy their 
lively sympathies. 

It is not for us, dear brethren, to in- 
quire into the causes of the present exi- 
gency. We wish simply to present an 
appeal to your charity, and, while we 
set forth the evils which will result from 
the abandonment of the mission, to show 
that it can be easily preserved, if you 
only desire to sustain it. 

In the first place, then, dear brethren, 
the abandonment of the mission to 
France will be a great calamity. 

In consequence of our influence, di- 
rect or indirect, and as a result of the 
perseverance with which New Testa- 
ment baptism has been defended among 
us by the champions of the truth, we 
have the joy of seeing Baptist principles 
making great progress in France, among 
Christians of all denominations. ‘The 
great mass of Christians have enter- 
ed seriously into the contest between 
baptism and pedobaptism. In such cir- 
cumstances what event could have a 
more disastrous influence than the aban- 
donment of the mission? On the one 
hand the local and departmental authori- 
ties, as well as the general government, 
will attribute this event to the measures 
that have been taken to prevent our 
meetings for worship at Chauny, Lafére 
and elsewhere. They will praise them- 
selves for their perseverance in persecu- 
ting us, and rejoice that they did not 
yield to our numerous petitions. And 
who can tell what evil may be done by 
the dissojution of our beloved mission, to 
the cause of religious liberty in France ? 
Who can tell that the government will 
not redouble the vigor of its persecutions 
against other independent churches ? 

This is not all. The number of our 
stations is somewhat considerable, our 
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churches numbering not less than three 
hundred members, who have been 
rescued for the most part one by one 
from the bosom of Roman Catholicism. 
Besides these members, who adorn their 
profession, two or three hundred per- 
sons, of various ages, are brought more 
or less under the influence of the gospel 
in consequence of their relations to us. 
Now, should the mission he abandoned, 
what will be the position of these three 
hundred church members, separated 
from one another in distant localities, 
and in places where liberty of worship 
does not exist? What will be the po- 
sition of hundreds of souls, without pas- 
tors, and surrounded continually by 
partizans of the church of Rome? And 
what will be the condition of a great 
number of others, who, though not con- 
verted, understand the errors of popery, 
and who attend our worship with greater 
or less regularity ? How many children 
will have no Sabbath school! How 
many husbands and wives, fathers and 
mothers and young persons, alone in the 
midst of families opposed to the gospel, 
will be compelled to struggle against 
every kind of opposition! And espe- 
cially, what a subject of scandal for the 
thousands of ignorant people who know 
no Protestants but the Baptists, and who 
would take the failure of the Baptist 
churches for the presage of the failure of 
Protestantism, and an unequivocal testi- 
mony to the truth of the Catholic re- 
ligion! What evil would flow from the 
triumph of the curés, and the treacher- 
ous insinuations of all the enemies of 
evangelical truth! Behold these breth- 
ren and sisters, deprived of meetings for 
worship, and left to themselves, with no 
spiritual guide to direct, strengthen and 
console them in their trials! Behold 
these Christians, lately come out from the 
bosom of Catholicism, surrounded with 
Catholic friends and relatives, and given 
up to mental anxiety and distress, with- 
out a pastor to comfort them even in the 
hour of death! Baptist brethren of the 
United States, will you not take pity 
upon these poor, immortal souls? Will 


1857.] 


you see without emotion the failure of 
the work of eighteen or twenty years,— 
all ruined in a single day ? 

Surely,no. No Christian heart can 
contemplate such a ruin without pain; 
and it is for this reason, dearly beloved 
brethren, that we take the liberty to 
present to you this appeal, persuaded 
that it will not be disregarded. 

But we wish todo more than to ex- 
hibit to you the evil which will result 
from the abandonment of the mission. 
We wish to show you that it depends 
upon you and you alone to prevent 
it. 

What is the debt which at this mo- 
ment paralyses the Missionary Union ? 
About fifty thousand dollars, if we are 
rightly informed. And what is that, 
dear brethren, for the Baptist Christians 
of the United States, who are counted 
by hundreds of thousands? Admit for 
an instant that the Union is supported 
by the donations of four or five hundred 
thousand Baptists only ;— should each 
give but ten cents, the debt would be 
paid, and one or more missions would be 
saved from ruin. Now what, we ask, is 
ten cents for a Christian? What Chris- 
tian cannot give that sum, twice or three 
times told, to the Missionary Union? 
What true Christian must not feel him- 
self under obligation to give it, when it 
is necessary for the cause of the gospel 
and the triumph of truth? Can you, 
dear brethren, leave to themselves many 
hundreds of souls,—can you give up a 
mission like this, when it will be neces- 
sary for you to do so little for the tri- 
unph of the work ? 

We hope more and better of you, 
dearly beloved brethren; for we know 
the power of Christian love. But what- 
ever may be done, we desire to press 
upon you these simple yet serious con- 
siderations, and to beseech the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to dis- 
pose you to contribute liberally for the 
support of all the missions undertaken, 
while we labor here with all our might 
for the advancement of the kingdom of 
God and the salvation of souls. 
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The Lord be with you evermore for 
Jesus’ sake. 
Your brethren in Christ Jesus, 
A. Dez, Paris, 
InENEE Fouton, Lafére, Aisne, 
V. Leroips, Chauny, Aisne, 
F. Denain, Nord, 
J. B. Crerix, Verberie, Oise. 


GERMANY. 


Mr. Oncken has furnished the following ex- 
tracts from journals of native preachers. 


JOURNAL OF O, PRIEDEMANN. 

Pray for us—A mother’s prayers. 

October. — Visited many families 
around Voigtsdorf, in Silesia. With 
many I have often conversed. At times 
they appear impressed with the truth, 
and read the Scriptures. My hopes are 
awakened; in spirit I see a garden of 
God blooming, where now only a dreary 
waste is to be seen; and then again, at 
my next visit perhaps, I find every spark 
of spiritual life extinguished. How is 
this ? I often ask myself, with a downcast 
heart. My conscience bears me witness 
that my strength is spent in the work 
entrusted to me; yet wherefore so small 
a result? Can I suppose that my breth- 
ren, who have sent me forth to the war- 
fare with Amalek, are failing to hold up 
holy hands in prayer for my undertak- 
ing? This is a thought too dishearten- 
ing to be entertained; and yet, if any 
who may read this report have grown 
weary in praying for the prosperity of 
our mission, I would beseech them for 
the sake of thousands still living in ig- 
norance ef God, and for the sake of 
those who amid derision and many trials 
proclaim the gospel in Germany, to re- 
sume supplication for the spiritual wel- 
fare of our beloved country. 

After much disappointment, as_refer- 
red to above, around Voigtsdorf, I repair- 
ed to the Reichenbach district, where 
things wear a more hopeful aspect. 
Here several meetings, held a few 
months ago, have been followed by awak- 
enings, and much inquiry for the truth. 
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At the close of a service which I 
held, a Roman Catholic woman remain- 
ed to converse with me. TIler heart 
seemed too small, she said, to receive all 
the comfort my words had conveyed to 
her. “I have offered up thousands of 
prayers in my life to the saints,” she 
said, “for the pardon of my sins, and 
still it ever seemed as if I had not pray- 
ed enough; for peace my heart has 
never known. But if I may, as you say, 
go straight to the Son of God who died 
for me, I feel assured of soon obtaining 
what my soul longs for.” The woman 
bought a Testament, and said if she 
only found rest for her soul, no persecu- 
tions which might come upon her, would 
be able to disquiet her. Other persons, 
whom I visited on the day after the meet- 
ing, gave evidence of being deeply im- 
pressed. Mrs. T. said, “ When you left 
us, three months ago, I began to read 
the bible with my family. My son re- 
fused to be present, saying he would not 
share the ridicule which must come upon 
us. I did not compel him to stay, and 
every evening when I opened the bible 
he took his departure. Soon the word 
of God made such an impression on me, 
that I felt impelled to pray. I did so, 
and never forgot to. mention my absent 
son. One evening he heard this. It 
was the very evening when he had de- 
termined openly to oppose my continu- 
ance of this reading; but the Lord had 
decreed otherwise. When I had ended 
our worship, my son came to me in tears, 
and confessed himself overcome by my 
prayer. Now he conducts our worship 
for us.” From my own intercourse with 
the young man, I felt persuaded of his 
being converted. At his request I visit- 
ed several of his companions, with whom 
he had already conversed. I trust our 
young friend may prove useful in the 
Redeemer’s cause here. 


Branch of the Breslau church. 


At Guttmansdorf we already have a 
small church, a branch of that at Bres- 
lau. To my joy I found the brethren 
diligently proclaiming the truth both in 
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word and work. Even several children 
whom the Lord has made the subjects of 
grace, do honor to their profession, ac- 
cording to their age and _ position. 
These friends assemble regularly for 
worship, but regret that they are so sel- 
dom visited by missionaries. An ad- 
ditional laborer here is needed, the more 
so, as since br. Straube’s removal to 
Lubeck, the church at Breslau have 
unanimously chosen me their pastor in 
his stead. This is now some weeks ago; 
and although I entered on my respon- 
sible office with many fears, I rejoice to 
say that our increasingly well attended 
services, and conversions which have re- 
cently taken place are a pledge to me, 
that the Lord has placed me here to feed 
his sheep. Although usually in Breslau 
on the Lord’s day, my time during the 
week is constantly employed in travel- 
ling. In 1856, three persons have been 
added to the church in Breslau. 

My own labors have consisted of 608 
visits to families, 66 religious meetings 
held at fourteen different places, besides 
many bible classes. I have likewise cir- 
culated one hundred bibles and one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight New Testaments, 
and distributed 6,243 tracts. 


JOURNAL OF F. WEGNER. 
Persecution at Ludwigslust — A soul 
saved. 

October.—We continue in the same 
oppressed condition at Ludwigslust, as 
hitherto. Iam not permitted to leave 
the city, and my every movement is nar- 
rowly watched. The only human en- 
couragement afforded us is in the occa- 
sional visits of brethren, kindly sent to 
us by the church in Hamburg. These 
brethren come late on Saturday night,dis- 
pense the word of life to us on the Sab- 
bath, and take their departure before our 
enemies are astir on Monday morning. 
Our number already so lessened by the 
emigration of many brethren, has now 
suffered another loss in the death of br. 
W. He died at the hospital. On the 
17th inst. I visited him. The icy touch 
of death was already upon him. He 
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knew it, and gave me the money he still 
had, for the mission. “ Your prospects 
are still dark, my dear brother,” he said, 
“but mine are brightening with every 
moment; and this I owe to the preaching 
of the gospel. Dear br. W.,if you have 
no other recompense of your labors, be 
content to know that they served to save 
my soul. But the Lord will give you other 
souls for your hire, and grant you liber- 
ty to preach his word. I have prayed 
much for this, and cannot doubt the 
Lord will hears my dying prayers.” 
In the evening I returned to br. W., and 
arrived only in time to see life depart. 
“Blessed are the dead, who die in the 
Lord.” We have lost a faithful brother 
and zealous fellow-laborer in the work 
of God. 

A few days later I was invited to the 
funeral by br. W.’s brother ; but could not 
venture to give an address, either at the 
house or at the grave. 

Towards the close of October I re- 
ceived an account for twenty-four dol- 
lars, in connection with investigations 
made by the authorities, of two cases 
of baptism, in one of which I was the 
offender, in the other br. Gulzau, of 
Hamburg. A part of the account sent 
me is for the payment of my board dur- 
ing the forty-two days of my imprison- 
ment at eleven-pence per day. I am al- 
most surprised to see no charge made 
for “ lodging.” 

I have addressed a petition to the 
ministry for exemption from these pay- 
ments. ‘This at least affords me a short 
reprieve, so that I can meanwhile con- 
sult with my friends in Hamburg how to 
proceed. 

21.—In my concern regarding my 
last difliculty, I had forgotten that a for- 
mer sentence of fourteen days’ imprison- 
ment was still unexecuted. This even- 
ing the gensdarmes reminded me of it, 
by conducting me to my old quarters. 
The jailer, with whom I have often con- 
versed on religion, showed me much 
kindness, and during my imprisonment 
spent much time with me. The Lord has 


begun a good work in him, and I felt it a 
12 
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privilege to be permitted to further the 
work. To my surprise, the jailer one 
evening asked me where he could obtain 
a parcel of tracts. I gave him my wife’s 
address, and he told me he intended dis- 
tributing them among the other prison- 
ers.” I knowthe consequences may be 
bad for me,” he said; “the bolts may yet 
be barred upon me, which now I must 
close upon others ; but my concern for the 
prisoners outweighs all other considera- 
tions.” Much gratified, I entreated 
him to follow the impulse of his heart 
in this respect, and he promised to do 
80. 
When I had been some days in pri- 
son, the jailer handed me the following 
reply to my petition to the ministry. 

“In the sure expectation that you will 
in future no more be found guilty of 
baptistical transgressions of the existing 
laws, you are herewith graciously freed 
from the legal costs awarded you, by the 
judicial court of Ludwigslust. The lat- 
ter have received instructions to this 
effect. Signed, 

The Grand Ducal Mecklenburg Ministry. 
Department for spiritual affairs.” 

On my release from prison I resumed 
my usual Sabbath labors, and as far as 
the vigilance of my enemies would per- 
mit visited families, to whom I commend- 
ed the Saviour; and in spite of the 
danger connect’! with attending our 
meetings, several inquirers are with us 
every Sabbath. I commend the cause 
of Christ in Meckleuburg; and the wel- 
fare of the brethren, to the sympathy 
and prayers of all who may read these 
lines. 


JOURNAL OF C. A. KEMNITZ, 


Preaching at the out-stations—Five 

baptized. 

Oct. 2.— Went to Rosenow. From 
unusual exertion on the previous day, 
Ihave become so weak as to be scarcely 
able to reach the place. As I entered 
the house of the farmer, where I was 
expected to hold a meeting, a dog bit 
me, and furthermore the tweather was so 
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unfavorable, that I feared no one would 
come, and my journey would prove in 
vain. But my want of faith was re- 
proved once more. The first persons 
who entered were a party of men and 
women from L., who told us they had 
lost their way, and gone some miles in a 
wrong direction; still their desire to 
hear me preach the gospel again had 
helped them to overcome all difficulties. 
A farmer from M. said, “ The weather 
looked very threatening, and the fireside 
had a double charm to-day ; but I thought 
if that good man, Mr. K., does not hesi- 
tate to come to us this cold day, it would 
be very unkind of me not to be one of 
his hearers.” By degrees the spacious 
hall where the meeting was to be held 
was filled, and my audience drank in 
my words with the eagerness of souls 
hungering for the bread of life. When 
we separated, many a kindly “ thank 
you” was spoken, and many assured me 
they had come empty, but went away 
filled. 

On this tour I preached in many oth- 
er towns and villages, and in not a few 
instances found the good seed sown on 
former occasions, springing up and pro- 
mising to bear fruit. Many of our sta- 
tions too, I visited, and was glad to be 
able to contribute to the edification of 
our friends. Notwithstanding unremit- 
ting labor on my part, I could not meet 
all the demands made upon me; indeed 
towards the close of the month I was so 
completely prostrated, as to be compell- 
ed for awhile to abstain from all labor. 

Nov. 1.—We had the pleasure of see- 
ing Mr. Lehmann at Templin. His 
visit was most opportune, as he kindly 
conducted our Sabbath services, which, 
owing to the presence of a stranger, 
were unusually well attended. A few 
days later I ventured to accompany br. 
Lehmann to several preaching stations, 
where his presence served to revive the 
faith of our brethren, and to awaken 
new interest among strangers. 

30.—Several persons whom we have 
lately had the pleasure of receiving were 
desirous to bé baptized, but the lake was 
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frozen too firmly to admit of this. The 
Lord is building his temple. To-day I 
had several new applications for baptism. 
Our Sabbath school, which I conduct in 
the evening, is in a prosperous condition ; 
the Spirit of God appears to have im- 
parted life and power to the instructions 
given. The children frequently put 
questions to me, which prove that they 
are not hearers only with the outer ear. 

Dec. 9.—At Warthe to-day I baptized 
five believers. A large concourse of 
persons from far and wear assembled on 
the banks of the river. Unfortunately, 
many of them arrived too late to see the 
ordinance administered, and though the 
hour was late, I invited all to follow me 
to the house of a friend, that they might 
not return home quite disappointed. 
My invitation being gladly accepted, I 
gave a short address at my friend’s house, 
but even when I had ended our guests 
unwillingly departed. They would 
never weary, they said, to hear the 
love of Christ depicted so that they 
seemed to see him suffer and die; and 
all promised, by the help of God's word, 
to keep alive the good impressions made. 


Fruits of the word—Review of the year 
at Templin church. 


At Lychen I was welcomed by an 
aged couple, who rejoiced in the forgive- 
ness of their sins. The husband said 
my text, when I last preached here, was 
“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me,” “and when you described, 
sir,” said the venerable old man, “ the 
condition of those who have no part with 
Christ, I for the first time in my life 
trembled with fear. I hastened home 
and told my wife all I had heard. She 
too began to weep and exclaim, *‘ What 
must I do to be saved? Since then 
we have sought the Lord together, and 
He has in the eleventh hour received us 
into his vineyard. And O, how thankful 
we feel to you for having made known 
these things to us, I cannot express.” 
The old lady his wife, Martha-like, was 
meanwhile intent on hospitable thoughts. 
The best of her store was set before me, 
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and whenever I attempted to thank her, 
she replied, “ What you have done for 
us, deserves a better return.” With this 
family I conducted household wor- 
ship. My friend and his wife having 
become convinced from the New Testa- 
ment of the duty of believers to be 
baptized, applied to me for the ordi- 
nance, and I invited them to visit the 
church at Templin. 

In reviewing the past year, I am 
amazed atthe great things done for us 
by our God. Our number has been in- 
creased by forty-seven believers. Our 
preaching stations have also so multi- 
plied that the church at Templin deem- 
ed it advisable to appoint four chief 
stations, of which the smaller are 
branches. This arrangement has been 
so well made, that the church forms a 
camp, square, like that of ancient Israel. 
One division is northward, the second to 
the south, the third to the east, and the 
fourth, west of Templin. At each of 
these four chief stations, a brother from 
the church at Templin preaches every 
Sabbath, so that our friends from the 
smaller stations can attend, though as 
often as possible I hold meetings at these 
also. This arrangement has served 
greatly to consolidate our position as a 
church, and increased our interest in the 
welfare of the stations. 

In conclusion, therefore, 1 can say, 
“My spirit rejoices in the Lord.” It is 
He who is causing the desert around me 
to rejoice, and is giving the increase to 
my labors. 


LETTER FROM MR. ROGGE. 


Tract distribution. 


Hitherto my efforts to win souls for 
Christ have been followed with great 
success. At Ungnade, where I had 
been once before, my arrival a short 
time ago soon became known, and was 
the occasion of gathering several per- 
sons at the house of my friend F. I 
read and expounded the Scriptures to 
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them, and so great was the interest awa- 

kened in religion, that the prospect of a 

public service, to be held soon by the 

pastor of our church, filled all with joy. 

At Stoltenhagen I could find a lodging 

only with a farmer, to whom, on a for- 

mer occasion, I had sold a bible. But 

he was very hearty, saying I had brought 

more blessing into his house, than ever 
he could repay. I had profitable inter- 

views with him and his family. At 
Wieck I was well received by the clergy- 
man. He looked over my books, and on 
seeing the pamphlet, “ Why do you not 
bring your child for baptism ?” exclaim- 
ed, “ What can this be? Are you a 
friend or foe?” The clergyman had 
told me he believed in Jesus Christ, and 
I therefore replied, “How can we be 
otherwise than friends, if we are both 
redeemed by the same precious blood ?” 
Mr. kept several tracts. The next 
day I met him. “ My dear Mr. Rogge,” 
he said, “do not, I beseech you, circu- 
late that dangerous tract on baptism, 
but distribute as many as possible of those 
against the Apocrypha, for I also am of 
opinion that the Apocrypha has no 
place in the bible; but as to the former 
tract, I assure you, I have scarcely re- 
covered the shock given me by reading 
it; it is sufficient to overthrow the whole 
national church.” “ Still,” I replied, 
“every assertion it contains is grounded 
on the Scriptures; but do not fear; I 
do not circulate tracts on baptism indis- 
criminately.” 

By the clergyman’s request I again 
called on him in returning home. He 
entertained me hospitably, assured me he 
appreciated the efforts put forth by the 
Baptists to extend the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and said he would be happy to see 
any of our brethren who might be pass- 
ing through W. Such instances of 
Christian liberality, I rejoice to say, are 
multiplying, as the prejudice is over- 
come that we labor more for the increase 
of our denomination than for the glory 
of God. May it, therefore, be our aim 
increasingly to show the world whose is 


the work in which we are engaged. 
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JOURNAL OF W. VON DER KAMMER. 
A disappointment followed by a bless- 
ing 


October.—I had, on a former occasion, 
been well received by Mrs. Von B., the 
owner of a large estate, who also gave 
me the promise that at my next visit I 
should be permitted to hold a meeting at 
her house. To-day it was my intention 
to hold this service; but Mrs. Von B. 
met me with a sorrowful countenance, 
saying her brother-in-law, a clergyman 
of the national church, had entreated 
her not to bring upon herself the odium 
of permitting a conventicle to be held 
beneath her roof, and she had promised 
it should not be done. 

Much disappointed, I sought to place 
before Mrs. VonB. the responsibility in- 
curred by depriving many persons who 
would have been present, of an oppor- 
tunity of hearing what might be for 
their eternal welfare. Nordid my words 
fail of effect. Tears were in the lady's 
eyes as she said, “ Better to bear the 
displeasure of the whole world, than the 
disapproval of God; the meeting shall 
be held.” Having, however, given a 
promise to the contrary to Mr.——, she 
hastened to tell him of her determina- 
tion, before giving me permission to 
make arrangements for the service. 
When she returned to me, her noble 
countenance was illumined by a smile of 
heavenly joy. “Now you are at liberty 
to gather as many hearers as you can,” 
she said, “and I will pray that the Lord 
Jesus will be our guest also. O, I hope 
great things from this evening.” 

At sunset the congregation began to 
assemble, and soon the spacious apart- 
ment put at my disposal was filled. 
Mrs. Von B., with her children and do- 
mestics, occupied seats near me. As I 
spoke of the love of Christ to sinners, 
one of Mrs. Von B.’s daughters was 
much affected and weptaloud. She was, 
as I afterwards heard, known only as a 
haughty young lady, and her emotion 
deeply impressed all present, so that my 
words came home to the hearts of my 
hearers with double force. At the close 
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many persons came to thank me for my 
address, and, what pleased me as well, 
expressed their obligations to Mrs. Von 
B. for her hospitality on this occasion. 
The latter was much gratified ; and her 
daughter said: “ Mr. Von der K., you 
spoke tomy very heart. Yes, hitherto I 
have worshipped myself instead of the 
Lord.” The next morning, long before 
the usual breakfast hour, the young lady 
was down stairs to see my wants provi- 
ded for, before I started for Anklam. 
She told me she had spent the greater 
part of the night in prayer, and could 
hope that for the sake of Jesus Christ 
pardon and peace were to be imparted 
to her soul. I was permitted to take not 
one of my bibles and tracts home with 
me. From this meeting I look for much 


At Lassau I held two equally well at- 
tended meetings, and had the pleasure 
of baptizing and welcoming to the 
Lord’s table three converts. One of 
these is a young girl fourteen years of 
age, who is called to suffer much annoy- 
ance from her companions, and even 
from her teachers, on account of her 
piety. As it cannot be denied that her 
behavior is exemplary, her goodness is 
called hypocrisy,and her modesty, pride. 
I for my part thought her bearing be- 
coming her age and profession, for she 
has the ornament of “ a meek and quiet 
spirit.” 

The laborer welcomed. 

December.—The weather was most 
inclement. Heavy snows rendered the 


roads almost impassable, and many in- 


quirers live in villages diflicult of access. 
Still I could not refuse invitations sent 
me to visit them, and the kindness and 
gratitude shown me by these friends 
longing to be fed with the bread of life, 
never failed to make me forget the dis- 
comforts of my journey. At Schossow 
the friends were’ full of eagerness to tell 
me that the magistrate, Mr. H., also the 
proprietor of an estate here, was most 
anxious tosee me. His daughter, in her 
visits to the poor, had found one of our 
hymn books, which she borrowed of the 
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owner, and had derived much pleasure 
from it. Mr. IH. received me cordially, 
and his daughter put many questions to 
me concerning our views. Her father 
listened with interest. “I am con- 
vinced,” he said, “that your teachings 
exert a salutary influence on our people. 
The bible places a wholesome restraint 
upon them; but I think your mission is 
less needed for people of education.” 
To remind Mr. II. how little civilization 
and refinement alone have done to re- 
strain man’s angry passions, was not 
difficult. A few of the most striking 
events in history sufficed for this, and he 
not only confessed himself silenced, but 
he requested me to send him a supply 
of bibles and testaments. Miss H. ask- 
ed me also to send her one of our tune- 
books, as it has become her chief de- 
light to sing our hymns. I had made 
arrangements to return to Wolgast the 
same evening; but Mr. H. would not 
hear of this. “We go to church,” he 
said, “but never have an opportunity 
of conversing familiarly with any one 
who is religious, and I feel that your con- 
versation does me good.” Tis daughter 
was not slow to second her father’s pro- 
posal for me to remain. Supper was 
* ordered in. The Lord again prepared 
me a rich repast of good things tempo- 
ral and spiritual, and I retired to rest 
with the conviction that my errand to 
this household would prove not in vain. 
The following morning, wrapped in Mr. 
W’s fur cloak, I was conveyed in his 
carriage to my own house at Wolgast. 
In reviewing the past year, I can tes- 
tify to the continued blessing of God on 
my labors, inasmuch as our already ex- 
isting stations have been strengthened 
and new doors have been opened to us. 
Ihave been permitted to baptize eight 
believers, to preach two hundred and 
fifty-four times, and to make eight hun- 
dred and twenty-three visits to families. 
The number of bibles circulated by me 
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CHEROKEE MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. E. JONES. 
** Fields white unto the harvest.” 


March 9, 1857.—I inclose a register 
of the baptism of ninety-two Cherokees, 
thirty-five men and fifty-seven women, 
who have given hopeful evidence of 
faith in the Lord Jesus. 

The prospects for extending the field 
of our labors are very encouraging, and 
the calls to oceupy the ground, are fre- 
quent and urgent; but our force, instead 
of being increased so as to enable us to 
respond to these calls, is diminished and 
crippled. We cannot enter the doors 
which God has thrown wide open to us, 
except just to see that the fields are 
“white unto the harvest,” while there 
are not laborers sufficient to gather in 
the precious grain.” 

At Notley, a settlement twenty-six 
miles south-west from this place, con- 
siderable attention has been given to 
spiritual things for many months. Sev- 
eral persons have made a public pro- 
fession of their faith in the Saviour, and 
several more are expected soon to do 
so. The people attend well at the meet- 
ings for preaching, and are very desir- 
ous to have preaching more requently 
than it is possible to afford it to them. 
At Viann, forty-five miles from here in 
the same direction, and at White Oak 
Springs, thirty-five miles, but more to 
the west, there is also much religious in- 
terest. We have been able to afford 
them but few visits; but those few have 
been quite interesting and profitable 
seasons. Several persons have been 
baptized, who have given good evidence 
of a change of heart. Still further 
south, along the Arkansas river, there is 
a general desire for preaching, and also 
along Lee’s Creek, forty-five and fifty 
miles south of us. On Fourteen Mile 
Creek, forty-five miles west of us, the 
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Lord has poured out his Spirit in a very 
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1 gracious manner. Several have been 
‘/ baptized, and a number more are in- 
quiring the way of salvation. They 
have it in view, to build a meeting house 
as soon as they can. Still further west, 
and north, along Grand River, there are 
hopeful indications. To meet all these 
encouraging calls, our help is altogether 
inadequate; and we are compelled to 
look at the whitened fields without being 
able to thrust in the sickle. 


Call for the Scriptures in Cherokee. 


We could put into circulation a great 
many copies of those portions of the 
Scriptures which are translated into the 


cases which might occur, and they are 
now all gone. We have still some print- 
ed matter on hand, which would be very 
hh acceptable and profitable to the people, | 
if they were bound up for distribution. | 
Would not the Executive Committee | 
' appropriate a small sum to bind them? | 


Cherokee Christians, to have more of 
the word of God in their language. 
Every new portion is received with 
gratitude and evident satisfaction. 


4 book of Joshua considerably advanced. | 
' The book of Jonah he has already re- | 
ported. 
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and hauled all but a few of the logs to 
the place. They would have had the 
house raised several weeks ago, but 
were prevented from coming by high 
waters. They will now have to post- 
pone it, till they have their crops put in. 


State of the churches. 


The churches generally, are in a pros- 
perous condition; but we are not able to 
give them the attention which they need, 
in order to their being fully built up in 
the faith of the gospel, and adequately 
trained to the practice of all Christian 
duties. 

By way of memorandum, I mention, 


Cherokee language, if we had them; 
but our supply has been exhausted for) 
several years, excepting a few copies | 
which we kept back, to meet urgent | 


(their contribution before the meeting of 


' There is an earnest desire among) 


the ‘those who are retained, makes a serious 


t The native brethren have hewed all. 
. the timbers for the new printing-oflice, | 


that we have six organized churches and 
seven branches, at wyich the ordinances 
are administered,—and a number of 
other places, at which the word is preach- 
ed as often as they can be reached. 

Our brethren are doing what they can 
towards helping on the missionary 
‘cause. They hoped to have forwarded 


the Union ; but their missionary meeting 
was prevented by high waters, and the 
| few who met, were compelled to adjourn 
to another time, which will be fixed at 
the Delaware monthly meeting in May. 

The cutting off of a part of our na- 
_tive-help, and weakening the hands of 


'drawback on our laboring force. We 
look forward, however, in the belief that 
we are engaged in the cause of God, 
and that he will not forsake his own 
work. 


MISSIONS OF THE WALDENSES IN 
ITALY. 

| Notwithstanding all difficulties and 
Hy drawbacks, the progress of the Vaudois 
evangelization is cheering. About 1200 
nt persons have been already brought out 
of Romanism, and hundreds more are 
inquiring after the truth. There was 
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i scarcely a Sardinian soldier in the Cri- 


mea that did not know of the Vaudois 
church in Turin; and few of those 
from the capital who had not been in it. 
The very fact of that building in Turin 
had been of immense importance. But 
the Vaudois stations at Pignerol, Turin, 
Nice, and Genoa, are now centres of ac- 
tion for spreading the word of God into 
the small towns and villages, and into the 
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— | 
| 


1857.] 


surrounding country. Nearest to the 
valleys is Pignerol, at the foot of the 
mountains, and at the head of the plain 
that lies between them and Turin. It is 
the place where the great Hospice was 
erected, for the education in the doc- 
trines of Romanism of such Vaudois 
children as could be entrapped or allured 
from their parents. It was, in fact, the 
enemy’s camp, and many a sad history is 
connected with Pignerol. It has nowa 
Vaudois church capable of containing 
about 600 persons, school-rooms, a manse, 
and a teacher's house. As Pignerol is so 
near to the valleys, there is of course a 
considerable influx of Vaudois, and it is 
important that this outpost should be 
carefully guarded. There are a few 
Vaudois in the neighborhood, and by 
the labors of an evangelist and school- 
master among them, a way may be open- 
ed into wider fields of usefulness. Some 
efforts have been made to carry the 
truth into the valley of Pragelas. It was 
once a Vaudois valley, but has been long 
lost to the church. It is possible that 
some Vaudois traditions are still linger- 
ing among its people—some memorials 
of the “great tribulation”—and it is, at 
all events, a duty to make every effort 
to teach in that valley the truth which 
was driven out of it long ago in the days 
of open persecution. 

At Turin there are three services 
every Sabbath in the Vaudois church, 
and frequent meetings during the week ; 
two schools with about eighty pupils, and 
an evening school for adults, attended 
by a large number of Roman Catholics ; 
the pastors visit regularly the town and 
villages in the neighborhood, and minis 
ter to small groups of converts, as at St. 
Mauro, and at Settimo: and on some oc- 
casions, they have had the opportunity 
of preaching to assemblies of 300 persons. 
By means of evangelists, colporteurs, bi- 
bles, tracts, and a religious journal, the 
gospel is carried into quarters where it 
had not been preached for centuries. As 
1 am at present stating some facts con- 
nected with the progress of the Vaudois 
evangelization, I do not refer particular- 
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ly to the congregation ministered to by 
Dr. Desanctis. I cannot but regret the 
separation of that eloquent preacher, and 
of at least three of his companions, from 
the church to which they had attached 
themselves, and the consequent existence 
of a schism in the Protestantism of Italy ; 
but as far as he and his brethren occupy 
themselves with the great work of evan- 
gelization, I heartily wish themGod speed. 
The field is wide enough for all. With 
the emigrés and refugees from central 
and southern Italy, they are more likely 
to make progress; the Piedmontese, with 
their solidity of character and their con- 
stitutional principles, are more likely to 
attach themselves to a church that is not 
of yesterday, but has taken root in the 
soil for centuries. I say this from no 
wish to depreciate any movement for the 
spread of the gospel, or any party, but 
simply to show that the church of the 
Alpine valleys, however little it may 
please the more radical taste of the cen- 
tral and southern parts of the peninsula, 
is peculiarly adapted to the feelings and 
character of the constitutional and order- 
loving Piedmontese. Italy, with her dif- 
ferent states, and marked varieties of 
national character, has need of all the 
laborers in the field, and of hundreds 
more ; and I am not aware of any jeal- 
ousy on the part of the Vaudois pastors 
towards others who do not hold their sim- 
ple church forms, nor of any opposition 
on their part, except when provoked to 
a defence of the principles which are 
dear to them, and for which their fathers 
suffered unto death. 

A meeting for realing and expounding 
the scriptures has been held for some 
time at Alessandria, an important city 
with 50,000 inhabitants, and a garrison 
of 10,000 soldiers. In the neighborhood, 
also, the nucleus of a small meeting has 
been formed—the result of reading the 
bibles that had been brought back from 
the Crimea by the Sardinian soldiers. 
My space will not allow me to mention 
any details connected with Genoa, Fa- 
vale, and Nice, but I hope to be able to 


return to the subject. At present I have 
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wished to give the substance of some of 
the very gratifying statements that have 
been made at a greater length, and in 
another form, by the Moderator of the 
Waldensian church, whose circular I 
trust may reach several readers of your 
Journal. Much ground remains yet to 
be occupied, not only in Piedmont, but 
in bigoted Savoy, and in the great south- 
ern isle from which the whole Sardinian 
kingdom takes itsname. One fact is full 
of encouragement, viz., that at least 12,- 
000 Sardinian soldiers got bibles or New 
Testaments in the Crimea, and that these 
have been carried back and scattered 
over the whole of the Sardinian state. 
What the fruit of this great seed-time 
may be, “the day” will declare ; but we 
have the blessed assurance that God's 
word will not return unto Him void, but 
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will accomplish that for which He sent it | 


forth.— News of the Churches. 


CESAREA AND ITS WOMEN. 


The statements which follow, respect- 
ing the women of Cesarea as contrasted 
with the women of other places in Tur- 
key, are interesting and important, as 
they are very suggestive. 

At Cesarea I spent a number of days, 
and was exceedingly gratified to notice 
the marked progress which the work of 
God in that city has made, since my visit 
there two years ago this month. At no 
other station have I seen so much evi- 
dence of spiritual life and activity among 
those who are called Protestants, and 
especially among the members of the 
church. Indeed, the Christian popula- 
tion generally of that city are character- 
istically “ wide awake.” Its merchants, 
it is said, are so sharp, that even the Jews 
cannot contrive to live in the city. Cer- 
tain it is, that there are noJews resident 
there. So, when the people become 
Protestants, they are eminently working 
men and working women. Yes, there 
are working Christian women and girls 
in Cesarea. This is a very remarkable 
fact, and one replete with interest. On 
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the Sabbath, I noticed that the women’s 
room contained a larger number of au- 
ditors than were seated in the men’s 
room. 

Ilere a very important question is sug- 
gested, viz: Why is it that the Cesarea 
women equal or excel the men in their 
readiness to receive the truth and labor 
for its advancement, while the reverse of 
this is almost universally true at the 
other stations ? The reason, as it seems 
to me, is found in the fact that the Cesa- 
rea women are in advance of those in 
any other city in the interior of Turkey, 
in point of natural intelligence and 
mental cultivation. Many of them know 
at least how to read; and this is an ac- 
complishment possessed by few, compar- 
atively, of the women of this country. 


_In most places here, it is considered use- 


less, and in some places a disgrace, for 
a girl to learn to read. The people say, 
“ What profit is therein it? The girls 
cannot become priests and teachers. If 
they learn to read, they will not take so 
much interest in domestic affairs. They 
will not make so good house-servants as 
now.” This is the view ordinarily taken 
of this matter. 

In this country, woman is the servant, 
if not the real slave of man. She is 
never treated as his companion and 
eqhal. She is not taught, or even al- 
lowed to think and act for herself. 
When a child, her parents think and act 
for her; and as soon as she is twelve or 
fourteen years old, her parents give her 
away, virtually sell her, in marriage, to a 
man she may have neverseen. As soon 
as she is married, she is made to feel at 
once that she is the slave of her hus- 
band. In many cases, she is soon beaten 
by him, that she may learn her true posi- 
tion. Often she is not permitted to 
speak aloud in the presence of her hus- 
band, or of her father and mother-in- 
law, for many months after her marriage, 
and sometimes not for years. 

I have heard the following reason as- 
signed for imposing this silence upon the 
bride. Ordinarily the sons, when they 
marry, bring their wives to their father’s 
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house. Sometimes there will be several 
sons with their wives residing in the 
same house, and living in common with 
the sons’ parents. The mother-in-law 
often abuses these young women, and 
they also have frequent quarrels among 
themselves. Now it is said, if these 
young women were allowed the free use 
of their tongues, there would be no liv- 
ing in the house with them,such would 
be the noise and confusion. I speak of 
this merely to show the servitude and 
social degradation of the women of this 
land. 

The moral and spiritual condition of 
woman here is still more deplorable than 
her social position, degraded as that is. 
It has been said, that “ignorance is the 
mother of devotion.” More true is it, 
that it is the mother of superstition. 
Hence we find that the superstition of 
the women of this country is in direct 
proportion to their ignorance. The 
priests control them at their will. When 
the gospel is presented to the people, the 
women are not only not ready to receive 
it themselves, but oftentimes, with tears 
and entreaties, try to dissuade their hus- 
bands from embracing it. In some places 
the women seem thus to be the chief 
obstacle in the way of the reception and 
progress of the truth—Dr. Jewett in 
Miss. Herald. 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF A MISSION- 
ARY TO BOMBAY. 


In this letter, in a few graphic sen- 
tences, Mr. Harding, who has recently 
joined the Bombay Mission, presents the 
impressions made upon his mind by his 
first actual contact with a heathen popu- 
lation, his first intercourse with the few 
native Christians to be found among that 
population, and his first connection with 
the missionary work on missionary 
ground. 

It is three weeks to-day since we 
arrived ; and to us, who look on these 
scenes of heathenism for the first time, 
they have been weeks of thrilling inter- 
est. I had made myself acquainted 


with the character and habits of the 
people, so far as books and converse with 
missionaries could furnish information ; 
but one look at these crowded streets, 
one half hour in this region of mature 
heathenism, gives me a clearer idea of 
its terrible power, and makes a deeper 
impression than all that I have ever 
read or heard. 

We landed soon after sunrise ; and 
you will understand our feelings as we 
met that half-clad throng upon the 
wharf, and heard the strange jargon of 
many voices all around us, and the dis- 
tant roar of busy life in the city. It 
really seemed like a second Babel. As 
we passed along through the native 
town, I could not but ask myself the 
questions, “ What bas Christianity done 
here? Where are the signs, that it 
exists at all?” And to the eye of a 
stranger, there hardly appeared a single 
eddy in the broad, deep current of hea- 
thenism. Everything seemed to speak 
of superstition, debasement and idolatry. 
But a brief residence in this place has 
given us pleasing and abundant evidence 
that Christianity has an existence, though 
its general effect hardly appears on the 
face of society. There are living wit- 
nesses of the power of the gospel here, 
and we have been much cheered in 
meeting with these native Christians. 
Their meek and Christlike deportment 
contrasts strangely with the haughty 
bearing of their countrymen generally. 
We have also received a most hearty 
welcome, by letter, from those native 
pastors, beloved for their work’s sake, in 
Ahmednuggur. The good work seems 
to be progressing as rapidly as ever in 
all that region, and we long to be shar- 
ers with our brethren there, in their 
toils and their rejoicings. 

I need not say that we are very happy 
in view of the work before us. I cannot 
conceive of a higher privilege than to 
spend a lifetime in such a field and in 
such a service. If I had any zeal and 


love for this work in America, it has 
been increased a hundredfold since 
coming to this land. And I verily be- 
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lieve, could American Christians but see 
with their own eyes what heathenism is, 
they would be astonished at their pre- 
sent apathy. I am sure, if they realized 
the condition of these perishing millions, 
there could be no lack of interest in the 
missionary cause. A debt resting on 
the American Board would be an impos- 
sibility. The treasury would always 
overflow with grateful offerings. Self- 
denial and personal sacrifice for the 
heathen, together with fervent prayer, 
would not be unusual in the daily expe- 
rience of Christians. But alas! how 
anomalous, at present, are these charac- 
teristics in the church! Where are the 
men who are really making sacrifices, 
who even practice economy, that the 
gospel may be published in all lands! 
Meanwhile these souls are perishing— 
precious souls, made in the image of 
God, capable of an eternal weight of 
glory, and for whom Christ has died— 
and they perish without a knowledge of 
this amazing truth!— Miss. Herald. 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION TO 
DACCA. 


Mr. Bion who has charge of the dis- 
trict lying east and north-east of Dacca, 
extending his visits to Comillah and the 
Tipperah Hills, spends nearly all his 
time in journeying from place to place. 
As Mrs. Bion generally accompanies 
him, he gains more ready access to the 
people, especially the female portion of 
them, generally so difficult of access to 
the missionary. There is a growing de- 
sire to be assured that the missionaries 
should scatter the good seed of the king- 
dom far and wide. These details, there- 
fore, are given as evidence that this sort 
of work is really done, as far as it is in 
the power of the brethren to do it. 

“ Thave lately returned from a mission 
tour to Mymensing. We had this year 
unusually much rain or storms, which I 
could not foresee, and nearly all of us on 
board suffered from fever and cold; but 
the question arises, shall these thousands 
of apparently anxious hearers be left 
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without the gospel, because it is danger 
ous to move in these parts of the country 
inthe rains? This part of the land is 
only accessible in the rains, there being 
no roads nor navigable rivers during the 
rest of the year; hence I could not con- 
sult flesh and blood, but thought it my 
duty to go. It is true it cost me this time 
a great sacrifice, a beloved child, but that 
God, who led me hitherto safely through 
my itinerancies in jungles and sea-like 
rivers, will have the gospel preached to 
everycreature. Ican, therefore, feel no 
remorse, of having gone out at this sea- 
son to offer the bread of life to perishing 
souls. I met in my last journey with 
encouragement quite sufficient to lead 
me to persevere in my itineracies. 

“At one place there are several 
wealthy merchants, who are in the habit 
of reading our Scriptures, and who 
openly confess that our Lord Jesus is the 
only true Saviour. They even showed 
some readiness, after some time, to em- 
brace our religion. 

“ At another place, near Mymensing, 
I was told by a brahmin, that a Hindu, 
an overseer, whom I met in one of my 
journeys in 1853, much persecuted and 
half insane, is now fully restored to his 
senses, reads our bible daily, and was 
very anxious to see me—which, however 
was impossible this time, but I hope to 
meet him in the next cold season. . . . . 

“ There are other places where Hin- 
dus and Mohammedans begin to inquire 
most anxiously about the way of salvation, 
whilst in some we meet with stout oppo- 
sition. But I regard opposition as good 
a proof of the work of the Spirit as the 
more cheering inquiry after the truth — 
It shows, at least, that some arrow of 
God’s word has stuck in the heart of his 
enemies, and roused them from their 
deadening indifference. 

“So, for instance, at a bazaar, where I 
have often been, people refused to take 
any book; and when asked, replied, 
“Your shastras are so strong, that one 
cannot read them, without becoming un- 
settled in mind and losing faith in our old 
religion ; but this we will not do, so keep 


1857.] 


your books.” After all, many could not 
resist the temptation, and in spite of 
their fears, came for books. At Mun- 
shiganj, one of our out-stations, several 
new candidates have come, and wish to 
join the small flock there ; time will show 
whether they are sincere, and ready to 
take up the cross. 

“In the Tipperah Hills things go on 
satisfactorily ; several new candidates 
are awaiting baptism, and to join the 
church there. I hope to go there next 
month, when I shall see all with my own 
eyes. 

“ There is anew movement going on 
in a village, twelve miles west from the 
town Comillah, and two days’ journey 
from the Tipperah Hill church ; the peo- 
pleare disciples of the sect called Satya 
Goaroos (true teacher.) These people 
have heard the gospel now and then 
from our native preachers and myself in 
Comillah and Melahs; and it appears 
that now, through the blessing of God, 
the seed sown springs forth. They have 
requested during this month for a native 
preacher and a school-master; the one 
to instruct them more fully in the gos- 
pel, and the other to teach those among 
them who are illiterate to read and to 
write. I have. immediately sent two 
native converts from the Tipperah Hill 
church, one as a preacher, and the other 
an intelligent convert of a sound mind. 
This place also I must visit on my next 
trip. Thus the young church in the 
Tipperah Hills begins to spread her 
arms, and, may God be with them and 
bless them ! 

“T have some hope to form a second 
distinct church in the Tipperah district, 
but I will not write more. 

“ One thing, however, I come to ask ; 
namely, to help us to pray for an out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God for our large 
field hereabout. There is a great deal 
of gospel knowledge among the people 
whom we have visited yearly; many 
heard the gospel only once, others twice, 
and others since five years regularly in 
the Mymensing and Tipperah districts. 
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the truth, but most fail courage and faith 
to shake off their abominable idolatry, 
and to put on our Lord Jesus Christ by a 
public profession. But if the Spirit once 
begins to quicken the multitudes around 
us then the churches at home will wonder 
and open their eyes at the immense har- 
vest in Bengal, and, I may add, especially 
in East Bengal. Had we some ten na- 
tive preachers more, pious, energetic 
men, I would at once spread them over 
the land, settle them down in the most 
promising places, and Iam almost sure 
that, by the blessing of God, churches 
would spring up and Satan lose some of 
his most formidable strongholds. But 
this is now not easily done, and we must 
run about or afford help first to such 
places as the last noticed and most need- 
ed.— Eng. Bap. Miss. Herald. 


PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL AT 
MANIHIKI. 


This group, situated at no great dis- 
tance from Rarotonga, and now regard- 
ed as one of its out-stations, was, until 
recently, but little known. Through the 
agency of the native teachers conveyed 
thither by the “John Williams,” a large 
number of the inhabitants have aban- 
doned heathenism and all its polluting 
rites, and are now enjoying the benefits 
of Christian instruction. 

The subjoined letter under date Raro- 
tonga, 22d March, 1856, contains a nar- 
rative of interesting events in connec- 
tion with a visit paid to Manihiki by the 
devoted evangelist, Maretu:— 

“ As the ‘John Williams,’ previous 
to her departure for England, could not, 
according to promise, fetch Maretu, the 
Rarotongan evangelist, from Manihiki, 
captain Smith, of the American whale- 
ship ‘ Scotland,’ most promptly and 
kindly responded to the request, and we 
were delighted, on the 5th of December 
last, to welcome back our beloved bro- 
ther and fellow laborer, at a time when 
his services were much needed among 
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Scene on board a whale ship. 


“ Maretu speaks very highly of the 
kindness of captain Smith, officers and 
crew, in supplying the wants of the 
teachers and their wives at Manihiki, 
and showing Maretu and wife, &c., great 
kindness on their passage here. The 
first night they were on board, Maretu 
did not know how their minds were af- 
fected on the subject of religion; and 
not understanding the English language, 
he could not well make himself under- 
stood to those on board. Still he could 
not retire to rest without bearing in a 
most unostentatious manner a public tes- 
timony for Christ among the strangers. 
During the twilight, in one corner of 
the quarter-deck he assembled the five 
Manihikians accompanying him, and of- 
fered up solemn prayer to God, com- 
mitting themselves and fellow voyagers 
to his kind care. This attracted the at- 
tention of the captain, and he gave 
Maretu to understand that when he 
prayed again he would like to join with 
them, and from this time morning and 
evening prayer were attended by the 
captain, officers, and crew, the Scriptures 
read and prayer offered by Maretu in 
the Rarotonga language, while, as 
Maretu relates, the sailors and all were 
hushed into silence, and those who were 
obliged to move about to attend to the 
duties of the ship, did it with as little 
noise as possible during the time of wor- 
ship. Captain Smith refused to take 
any remuneration for his kind services. 
He was, however, induced to accept a 
present of food from the people of 
Ngatangiia, and twenty dollars’ worth of 
firewood from the London Missionary 
Society. 


Triumphs of Christianity at Manihiki. 


“We were much delighted with 
Maretu’s account of Manihiki; his visit 
there has been eminently successful. 
The teachers had at first to endure 
much, not only from the want of food, 
there being nothing scarcely but cocoa- 
nuts and fish on the island, and of which 
they obtained but a very poor supply, 
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but also from the determined opposition 
of some of the principal chiefs, who did 
all they could to frustrate their endeav- 
ors to instruct the people in the truths 
of Christianity. Many of the common 
people gladly listened to them, and they 
succeeded in erecting places of worship. 
By and by, nearly the whole of the peo- 
ple came to the determination to destroy 
their idols, which consisted principally 
of dead men’s bones ; the day was fixed, 
and on the night before, one of the op- 
posing chiefs spent the whole night in 
calling upon his gods to get up a hurri- 
cane; but the winds were not to be 
raised, and the sun arose over a perfect- 
ly calm sea and sky; scarcely a breath 
of air ruffled the placid waters of the 
lagoon, and the chief was so mortified at 
his ill success, that he also brought his 
god and cast it with the rest into the fire. 
Another had sought to destroy the teach- 
ers by his incantations, and by burying 
a skull of one of his ancestors, in which 
he had great faith, underneath the pul- 
pit; and, as a last attempt at something, 
he set fire to the chapel, saying that if 
he succeeded in burning it, it would be 
a proof to him of want of power on the 
part of the teachers’ God. Providential- 
ly the fire was discovered by some of 
the Christian party in time to prevent it 
from doing much mischief. 

Maretu arrived among them at a time 
when many of them had been long un- 
der instruction, and anxious to be bap- 
tized and admitted to the privilege of 
church communion. A small class of 
those whose conduct has been consistent 
with their profession was selected for 
further instruction by Maretu. These 
were after some time baptized, and some 
time after this, a few of these were again 
selected, who, with the teachers, for the 
first time at Manihiki, celebrated the 
dying of the Lord Jesus. This com- 
menced a new era on the island. Con- 
verts apparently under deep impression 
were flocking to the teachers’ houses 
from all quarters—all wishing to become 
candidates for baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. So numerous were the anxious 
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inquirers, that Maretu was employed in 
conversing with them from morn to night 
and night to morn, until he was in danger 
of sinking from exhaustion. He became 
quite ill; and in order to divert for a 
time the minds of the people, he pro- 
posed that they should build a stone chap- 
el, which was soon commenced, and ere he 
left, one was completed at Manihiki and 
another at Rahaanga, and another in 
course of erection on one of the distant 
islets of Manihiki. Captain Smith spoke 
very highly of the one he saw at Mani- 
hiki as being a‘ very handsome building.’ 
They had some difficulty in getting on, 
for want of tools; pieces of hoop-iron 
and links of a chain beaten out by stones, 
were some of the tools used for cutting 
and preparing the timber for the roof, 
&e. Their being engaged in building, 
gave the teachers some little breathing- 
time from their incessant inquiries ; but 
even now they embraced every oppor- 
tunity during the intervals of labor, and 
ere Maretu’s departure a great number 
had been baptized, and more than a 
hundred admitted to church fellowship. 
“ A great change has taken place in 
the general character of the people. 
They were once, as most of the idolatrous 
islands are, the most inveterate thieves; 
now they have learned to ‘steal no more, 
but rather to labor, working with their 
hands the thing which is good,’ &c. 
Schools are daily attended by adults and 
children, and the Bible is read by many 
of them. Morning and evening devotion 
is maintained in almost every house, 
and the services of the sanctuary are 
diligently attended. Maretu gave an 
interesting account of the conversion of 
an obstinate idolater, during his residence 
there. His brother (who died after the 
arrival of the teachers,) had requested 
him not to listen to this new doc:rine, 
but to stick fast to the gods of their 
ancestors, and nothing the teachers or 
his countrymen could say could induce 
him to abandon his idols. One evening, 
however, passing along in the neighbor- 
hood of the chapel, and seeing the doors 
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led by curiosity to enter. Maretu’s ad- 
dress that evening was from the words 
‘Ephraim is joined to idols, let him 
alone.’ The idolater’s attention was at 
once riveted, and he found the word to 
be quick and powerful. At night, being 
unable to sleep, Nicodemus like, he stole 
away quietly to the teacher’s house, to 
make a number of important inquiries 
respecting what he had heard, such as, 
‘Who did you mean by Ephraim?’ 
‘You,’ was the laconic reply of the 
teacher, ‘ or any other obstinate idolater.’ 
‘What was meant by idols?’ ‘ Those 
foolish things that you consider as your 
gods.’ * But why was Ephraim to be let 
alone?’ * As a judgment for his obsti- 
nacy.’ Maretu took this opportunity of 
affectionately warning this poor heathen 
not to trifle with the convictions of his 
conscience. Soon after this, he brought 
his basket containing his household gods 
to the teacher, viz., a few bones of his 
dead ancestors. He had done with 
them; and from this time he became a 
worshipper of the true God, and an 
anxious inquirer after truth. He is now 
numbered among the little band of Chris- 
tians on Manihikii—London Miss. Mag- 
azine. 


THE GOSPEL IN TURKEY. 


From an article in “ Evangelical 
Christendom” touching the field in Tur- 
key embraced in the work of the “ Turk- 
ish Missions Aid Society,” we extract 
some deeply interesting and encourag- 
ing notices of the progress of the gospel 
in that country 

“ The work near Latakia, where the 
Rev. Mr. Lyde laboured was taking a 
very prosperous aspect in the good sense 
of the word, there being five lads who 
had lately made a good confession of their 
belief in Christ, under threatenings of 
death. They have been severely beaten, 
but this has only strengthened them.” 

“ At Aintab, and some other places, 
the battle has been fought, and those 


open and hearing the singing, he was 


who formerly embraced every opportu- 
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nity to strike the feeble Protestant com- 
munity have now settled down peace- 
fully to admit its establishment as an ac- 
complished feat, and struggle no more 
against it. Elsewhere, the attempt to 
preach the gospel is met by the most 
bitter persecution. But we have cheer- 
ing proofs that the work of evangelizing 
these communities is steadily going for- 
ward. Month by month there are ad- 
ditions to our Protestant communities, 
and to the number of those who, as we 
hope, receive Christ truly into their 
hearts. Our congregations are growing 
in the knowledge of Christian doctrine, 
and exhibit more and more the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit dwelling among them. 

The work is spreading abroad too. 
North and west of Marash are numer- 
ous Armenian towns and villages, many 
of them inhabited by a rade and war- 
like people, who have preserved a half- 
independent position in the midst of the 
Turkish empire. In some of these wild 
places our colporteurs are now laboring. 
One by one the gospel is taking possession 
of them. It is pleasant to note these 
quiet conquests of the Prince of Peace. 
To the world it may seem a small thing 
that a few ignorant and rude farmers 
and shepherds attach themselves to the 
cause of Christ, but when we think of 
the change to them in their immortal 
souls, and the new relation in which 
they stand to God and redemption, what 
an unspeakably glorious thing it be- 
comes ! 

In this field we make extensive use 
of native labor. God seems to have 
provided for the exigency of the case. 
Though comparatively uneducated, they 
are pious men, and remarkably apt to 
teach. They know little but the ele- 
mentary truths of the gospel ; these they 
teach in the fervency of their hearts, 
and God blesses their labors.” 

The work in Bagchejuk. 

“Rev. Mr. Peabody writes: ‘How 
wonderful the work of God’s grace in 
Bagchejuk! Whata privilege to break 
the bread of life to such a people—to 
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impart the living water to such thirsty 
souls! Those here who come to the 
light are rejoicing in the rays of the Sun 
of Righteousness! They manifest the 
strongest desires, and are making the 
most strenuous efforts; visiting coffee- 
shops—going from house to house—from 
village to village, and from province to 
province—to destroy the kingdom of 
darkness, and promote the kingdom of 
Christ. They teach the Word diligent- 
ly, not only to their children, but also to 
their friends, enemies, neighbors, towns- 
men; to Turks, Armenians Greeks, 
Jews—anybody whom they can find to 
listen—and everywhere. There is much 
in this simple-minded people to remind 
one of those excellent believers at 'Thes- 
salonica, so praised by Paul. Their 
faith to Godward was spread abroad, so 
that the Apostle needed not to speak 
anything !’” 


Mohammedan conversions. 


Within the last eight months a Mo- 
hammedan dervish, of Aintab, and one 
other Mussulman were banished to 
Birejik, in the interior of Asia Minor, 
for reading and teaching the Scripturés, 
and declaring openly that Mohammed 
was no more than a man, and no pro- 
phet ; and that Jesus Christ was the true 
and spotless prophet of God, and the 
only Mediator. 

From eighty to a hundred acknowl- 
edged that they shared the same senti- 
ment, and were willing to share a like 
fate. ‘Five or six of these were basti- 
nadoed on the bare feet until they pub- 
licly recanted. The matter was laid at 
once before the English, Dutch, and 
American ambassadors by the Constan- 
tinople committee of the Evangelical 
Alliance, and the dervish is now re- 
stored by the Turkish authorities to his 
home, still maintaining his faith in 
Christ.’ These cases of persecution will 
only serve to hasten the time when full 
religious toleration will be enforced by 
the Government throughout the coun- 
try, agreeably to the Hatti-Humajoum.” 
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LETTERS, &c. FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Burmah, 


MAULMAIN.—Bour. Missron, Dec. 10.—J. M. 
Dec. 4.—C. Bennett, Oct. 1, Dec. 
16, 18, Jan. 15, 20, Feb. 10, 20.— KAREN Mis- 
g10N, Dec. 16.—J. Noy. 20,—Dee. 
Feb. 18.—,C. HipBarp, Dec. 4, 18, 

an. 2. 


Tavoy.—T. ALLEN, Oct. 22 
Jan. 5.—E. B. Cross, Nov. 27, 


Dec. 1, 4, 
. 8, Jan. 7; 
Mrs. C., Jan. 12, 


P. WarRovs, Jan. 14, 17. 


Touncoo.—D. WuiTAKER, Dec. 2, 2—7, 22, 
’ Feb. 7. 


Jan. 4, 17.—F. Mason, Dec. 15, Jan. 


RanGcoox.—J. DAwson, Dec. 18 (2),27,29, Jan. 
21, Feb. 11 (2), 23.—Mrs. INGALLS, Dec. 20.—E. 
A. STEVENS, Noy. 20, Feb. 16,20. (Mrs. 5.{H, 
Kyarp, Dee. 18. 

—H. L. VAN Merer, Nov. 2), Jan. 7, Feb. 
Li, 13, 24, 26, 

Hentuapa.—B. C. Taomas, Dec. 27, Jan. 10, 


Feb. 12.— A. R. R. Craw ey, Dee. 22, 
14, Feb. 9. 


net. Simons, Noy. 26, Dec. 12, Jan. 15, 


Assam, 
A. Tl. Danrortn, Dee 7, 24, 25, 26, Jan. 6, 24 
2), 25.—8. M. Wurrina, Jan. 12’ Feb. 21.—M. 


RONSON, Jan. 1, Feb. 5; Mrs. B., Dee. 11, 27 
Jan. 24.—W. Wakp, Feb 10, March]. 


Teloogoos. 

Mission Dec. 24.—L. Jewerr, Nov. 8, Dec. 
24,26, Feb., 4,10, March 12.—F. A. DouGLass, 
Dec. 24, 25. 

Siam, 
W. Asumore, Dec. 17, 18, 25. 
China, 

Honoxono.—J. W. Jounson, Dec. 
(2), 29, Feb. 13. aniiieaiepasiinn: 

NinGvo Mission, Oct. 1, Noy. 1.—E. C. Lorn, 


Nov. 27, Dec. 25, Jan. 10, 22, 27.—M. J. 
KNOWLTON, Dec. 25, Jan. 26. 


France. 
A. Dez, and others, April 2. 


Germany. 
J. G. ONCKEN, Feb. 27, April 15. 


Cherokees, 


E. Jonrs, Jan. 22, March 29.—J. B. Jones 
Jan. 20.—W. Feb. 18. 


Delawares, 
J.G. Pratt, Jan. 28, March 5. 


Ojibwas. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN APRIL, 1857. 
New Hampshire. 

Lake Village,ch.,mon.con. 
New Ipswich, ch. 13; Plainfield, 
ch. 15.75; Meredith, 2nd ch. 6.40; 


Newport, ch. 10.57; Goffstown, 
ch. 1; per Key. H. Tonkin, agent, 


Vermont. 


2.00 


Waterbury, Mercy Green, 
Massachusetts. 


Old Cambridge, ch.,a fem. mem. 
10; Salem, Ist ch.,C. H. Price, 
tr., 713.80; Provincetown, Mrs. 
Cc. R. Richardson 5; Lawrence, 
a friend 2; Medford, Ist ch., Sab. 
Sch., Wm. Parsons tr., 2.50; 
Southboro, ch. 19; Newtonville, 
ch. 15; West Townsend, a friend, 
for the Teloogoo Mission, 1; 
Dighton, a friend 3; Beverly, 
“S.A. G. 1; South Reading, 
ch., M. W. Sullivan tr., 50; At- 
tleboro’, H. B. Wells 10; 

Worcester, Pleasant mon. 
con. §.30; Springtield, ch. 15; per 
Rey. J. ‘Aldrich. agent, 


831.80 


23.30 
— 855.10 


Rhode Island. 


South Kingston, Sarah M. Baker 

State Convention, R. B. Chapman 
tr., Providence, Jeflerson st. ch., 
Sab. Sch.,for the Assam Mission, 25.00 

Westerly, ch., per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


2.00 


25. 
— 62.00 
Connecticut. 


Mystic River, Mrs. M. L. Randall 
and Wm. H. Randall 20.00 

State Convention, W. Griswold 
tr., Suffield, lst ch. 23.25; 2nd ch. 
20; Irenus Brown 5; Stafford, 
ch. 25; Viainfield, ch. 30; 

Southington,ch.,with other donas. 
to cons. KE. HM. Plant L. M., per 
Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 73.00 


Wew York. 


Buffalo, Washington st. ch. 200; 
Ashileyville, a triend 21; Frews- 
burg, ch. 2; a friend 6; Maine, 
“A lady in the far West” 1; 
Russia, ist ch. 15; Poughkeepsie, 
Central ch., of wh.5 is mon. con. 
4 fr. Sab. Sch., and 1 fr. the Sa- 
vings Bank of a little boy 3 
years old, 10; Spencer, ch. 7; 
Richville, ch., Sab. Sch. 8.24; 246.24 

Ontario Asso., Peter Mitchell tr. 
Manchester, ch. 

Cayuga Asso., Ira ch., per Rey. 
Tl. A, Sinith, agent, 

Erie Asso., Forrestvilie, ch., per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Harmony Asso., Dewittville, ch., 
per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Madison Asso., Cazenovia, ch.,per 
Rey. A. agent, 

Onondaga Asso., Viank Road, ch. 
18.91; Brewerton, ch. 7.33; Tul- 
ly, ch. 15; Vesper,ch, with oth- 
er donas. to cons. Rev. Wm. 
Jones L. M., 3.50; Onondaga, 
ch. 6.75; per Rev. H. A. 8., 


112.25 


50.00 


J.D. CAMERON, Feb. 16. 


agent, 51.54 
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Ontario Asso., Phelps,ch., per Rev. 

H. A. S., agent, 11.00 

Oswego Asso., Hannibal, ch., per 
Rey. H. A.S., agent, 17.00 

Wayne Asso., Arcadia, ch., per 
Rey. H. A. S., agent, 

Oneida Asso., Durhamyille, ch. 

7.25; Whitesboro,’ ch. 2.75; per 
Rey. H. A. 8., agent, 

Saratoga Asso., Saratoga Springs, 
ch. 31; Ballston Spa, ch. 1241; 
Broadalbin, ch. 15; per Rey. O. 
Dodge, agent, 

New York Asso., Charles Tonsley 
25; W. A. Walker 13; a friend 
1; per Rev. O. D., agent, 

Washington Union Asso., Fort 
Edward Village, ch. 21.07; 
Glens Falls, ch. 18.68; Sandy 
Hill, ch. 24; per Rey. O. D., 
agent, 63.75 

Hudson River North Asso., Half 
Moon, Ist ch., per Rey. O. D., 
agent, 

Dutchess Asso., Jacob Pulver, per 
Rey. O. D., agent, 25. 

Renssellaerville Asso., Berne and 
Knox, ch., per Rey. O. D , agent, 5.00 
Franklin Asso., M. L. Bostwick, 
per Rev. O. D., agent, 5.00 

Hudson River South Asso., Wil- 
liamsburgh, 2nd ch. 10; Mission 
ch. 8.386; Greenpoint, ch. 1; 
Staten Island, North ch. 13.01; 
Brooklyn, Pierpont st. ch. 40; 

New York city, Cannon st. ch. 

Sab. Sch. 25; Amity st. ch., E. 
Austin tr., 1024.18; per Rey. O. 

D., agent, 1121.55 


1778.11 


New Jersey. 


West N.J.Asso., Woodstown. ch. 

per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 
Central N. J. Asso., Sandy Ridge, 

ch., per Rev. 8 M. O., agent, 6.00 
Sussex Asso.,Schooley’s Mountain 

ch., per Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 5.00 


Pennsylvania, 


Abington Asso., Berlin, ch. 2; Le- 
banon, ch., 1.85; Bethany, ch. 
815; per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
agent, J 

Bradford Asso., Towanda, ch., per 
Rev. 8S. M. O., agent, 

Central Union Asso., Plymouth 
ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. Sch., an 
8 for def , fr. Rev. T. C. Trotter, 
15; Harrisburg, ch. 11.45; per 
Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Philadelphia, 
Spruce st. ch. 31.18; Upland, 
ch. 29.74; per Rey. 8. 0., 
agent, 60.92 

Tioga Asso., Delmar, ch., Rev. M. 
Rockwell, per Rey. 8. M. O., 
agent, 

Wyoming Asso., Forkston, ch., 

r Rev. 8S. M. O., agent. 8.00 

Welsh Asso., Carbondale, ch., per 
Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Cincinnati, Ninth st. ch., S. Tre- 
vor tr., of wh. 233 is fr. Female 
Bur. Miss. Soc., to cons. Mrs. 
Sallie P. Cloon and Mrs. Cor- 
nelia E. Hansell L. M., and of 
wh. 100 is to sup. Sau Quala un- 
der care of Rey. Dr. Mason in 
Toungoo, 103 fr. Sab. Sch., to 
cons. burton Horsley L. M., 100 
from Rev. Wm, F. Hansell, to 
cons. Caroline Hansell L. M., 


Donations. 


100 fr. Thomas Emery to cons.‘ 
Mrs. Keziah Emery L. M., 100 
fr. Mrs. J. Niles, to cons. is. 
Niles L.M.,50 fr. J. H. Porter 
and 50 fr. Nathaniel Goldsmith, 
to cons. the latter L. M., 60 fr. 
K. W. Lee, 40 fr. D. G. A. Davy- 
enport, 25 fr. ea. of the follow- 
ing, J. M. Niles, Benj. Eggleston 
Gardener Phipps,Henry Morton, 
Mrs. Charles Davis, Mrs. W.T 
Drake and Joseph DeCamp, 10 
ea. fr. Isaac C. Falles and 
George Crawford, 5 ea. fr. E. 
Turney, D. D., J. B. Evans, 
Palmer, J. Gates and G. Atkins, 


* and 4 from others, 1050; Cleve- 


land, Erie st., ch., E. Thomas 
tr., with prev. donas. to cons. 
Rey. D. 8. Watson L. M., 30.70; 
Auburn, ch. 2; Kingsville, 
Samuel Whelpley 10; 


Indiana. 


Northern Ind. Asso., Rollin 
DPrairie, ch. 5.02; South Ben 
Rey. A. 8. Ames 5; per Rey. A. 
S. Ames, agent; 


Illnois. 


Edwards Co., Union Miss. Asso., 
George Bunting tr., 26; Kane- 
ville, ch., an. offering 25; 
Georgetown, ch. 14.45; 


Michigan. 


Fiint River Asso. 5.18; Grand 
Rapids, lst ch., mon. con. 11; 
Kalamazoo Asso., Butler Creek, 
ch. 12.18; Ceresco, ch. 1; per 
Rev. A. S. Ames, agent; 

Jackson Asso., Jackson, ch. 1; 
Sandstone, Dea, W. Pool 5; 
Dea. A. Hawkins 5; Grass Lake, 
ch. 534; Napoleon, ch. 8.56; 
per Rey. A. 5. A., agent; 


Iowa. 


Danville, ch., mon. con., of wh. 5 
is fr. Sub. Sch., Jacob Alter tr., 


Delaware Mission. 


Delaware ch. per Rev. J. G. 
Pratt, 


Minnesota Territory. 
Minneapolis, A. A. Russell 


Nova Scotia. 


Halifax, Mrs. Capt. Saunderson, 
of the 62nd regiment, 


Legacies. 


Thet for 
W. W. Baker, Exr. 

Southington, Ct., Mrs. Lydia 
Pratt,per Rey. J. Aldrich,agent, 12.00 


d, Me. Silas Follett, per 


Jay, N. Y., Mrs. E. K. Babcock, 
per Rey. U. Dodge, agent, 
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54.26 


1092.70 
| 
10.02 
65.45 
16.18 
| 13.18 
— 16.75 
24.90 
| 
| 8.00 
| 
| 2.00 
| 15 
$4345.56 
| 
222.00 
$456 7.5 


